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Ride-along with PSafe 
part two: student 
details Friday rounds 
By Sean Spinney 
USD sophomore Sean Spinney 
relates the second installment of his 
experience riding along with USD 
Public Safety officers on a routine 
weekend night shift. Spinney answers 
calls with the officers and makes notes 
of the happenings on campus. Spinney 
arranged the ride-along through 
USD Public Safety Captain Quinton 
Kawahara. For the purposes of this 
story, the Public Safety officer Spinney 
accompanied will be referred to as 
"Officer G." 
At 10 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 2, 
I met Officer G - the officer I rode 
with on Sept. 17 - at the Department 
of Public Safety Office in Hughes 
151. Officer G informed me that there 
have been some unusual occurrences 
on campus since the last ride-along. 
Shortly prior to my arrival, there were 
two people reportedly peeping into the 
Presidio Terrace Apartment windows, 
although it was later determined that 
a residential life staff member was 
updating apartment locks. In the 
past weeks, a non-student was seen 
slashing tires in the Alcala Vista 
Apartments, and there were thefts 
reported in the University Terrace 
Apartments. 
Officer G explained that there 
were only three officers on duty, 
instead of the usual six for the evening 
shift, and that if the night was busy we 
would be going from call to call. We 
got in a patrol vehicle and began our 
campus rounds. 
At 10:09 p.m., after stopping 
to tell students not to skateboard 
on campus roads, we parked in a 
spot near the San Antonio de Padua 
Apartments and began watching cars 
go through the stop sign intersection. 
After watching several cars drive 
safely through the intersection, we 
took a loop around campus at 10:26 
p.m. and relocated to the Missions 
Parking Structure to watch cars at the 
large intersection. 
At 10:55 p.m., a car drove too 
quickly through the stop sign and we 
followed shortly behind. After seeing 
the patrol vehicle's flashing lights, the 
car stopped in the middle of the road 
next to some parked cars. Officer G 
got on the loudspeaker and told the 
driver to pull up further and park on 
the side of the road. Officer G checked 
the driver's license, registration, 
insurance and student ID and gave the 
driver a warning. 
At 11 p.m. we got back in the 
patrol vehicle and drove around 
campus again. Dispatch did not 
receive calls for an hour, and campus 
was quiet. After an hour of nothing, 
we heard another officer over the 
radio reporting that he saw students 
taking pictures in the fountain in front 
of Maher Hall. He was concerned that 
they were trying to stand on the center 
of the fountain, a potentially unsafe 
activity. 
We drove up to the Law School 
Circle and parked on the sidewalk 
next to Maher Hall. Officer G and 
I chuckled at the strange looks we 
received from the students, who were 
now putting their shoes back on. The 
officer that reported the call over the 
radio was behind us and tried to find 
the students, but they had already 
entered Maher Hall before he spoke 
to them. We got back on the road and 
headed back to the Valley. 
At 12:30 a.m. we saw a car • 
driving into the Missions Parking 
Structure that was very low to the 
ground, which is an indicator that 
there are too many people in the car. 
We drove over to where the car parked 
and witnessed several students getting 
out of the car, one from the trunk. It 
was clear that the car had too many 
people in it. 
Rather than stopping when 
Officer G pulled up next to their car, 
the students ran giggling into their 
residence hall. One student, the driver, 
was lagging behind the group and 
stopped. Officer G told the student to 
call the other passengers and tell them 
to come back down. Three males that 
See PSAFE, Page 2 
"Think" founder nationally recognized 
By Bernadette Smith 
Senior Gabriel Adibe is a 
powerhouse social innovator who 
placed second in the national selection 
process to speak at the Technology 
Entertainment Design and Ashoka U 
conference on Feb. 10, 2012 at Arizona 
State University. Both nonprofit 
organizations, TED and AshokaU 
highlight colleges and universities, 
known as Changemaker Campuses, that 
promote social entrepreneurship and 
communication," 
Founder of the on-campus club, 
Think, Adibe said that he is grateful for 
the invaluable support he has received 
from the USD community. 
"It's important for people to know 
that I have a lot of support," Adibe said. 
"Although I have the drive, there are a 
lot of people backing me up. As soon 
as I found out that I was in the running 
to give a TED Talk, USD deans were 
emailing me and students were saying 
that they would help me out." 
According to Adibe, the Dec. 9 
meeting will be a brainstorming meeting 
to collect ideas for the upcoming Feb. 10 
TEDxAshokaU conference. 
More than 3,000 people voted for 
Adibe on the TEDxAshokaU website, 
where four student finalists, including 
Adibe, posted video entries for voters 
to choose from. AWwugh second place 
did not offer Adibe a chance to speak 
at the conference, the TEDxAshokaU 
organizers were so impressed by 
Adibe's efforts that they offered him 
an opportunity to host one of the 
conference's 35 workshops. Adibe will 
run a three hour workshop about his work 
with Think, connecting ideas of liberal 
education with social entrepreneurship. 
Adibe is currently writing a book 
about his experience with Think, and is 
also developing a social justice comic 
book called "Anomaly." 
"There is social injustice all 
over the place, and 'Anomaly's' 
superhero addresses these issues - class 
inequalities, gender inequalities, human 
trafficking," Adibe said. "I dressed up as 
the superhero on Halloween and it was 
very well received." 
Adibe hopes to have his book 
published before the TEDxAshokaU 
conference so that he can bring copies 
to distribute. 
See THINK, Page 3 
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USD senior Gabriel Adibe (left) advertisesThink club, which promotes dialogue about social issues, outside of Olin Hall on Nov. 15. 
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USD professor of communication studies Jonathan Bowman speaks to students about 
their research in the Institute for Peace and Justice onTuesday, Nov. 29. 
Professors' research shows 
cellphones distract from 
meaningful communication 
By Lindsay Price 
It is not every day that students 
are asked by a professor to text on 
their cell phones during a research 
presentation, a technique utilized 
during the communication research 
colloquium. The event took place in 
the Joan B. Kroc School for Peace 
Studies theatre and rotunda during 
dead hours on Nov. 29 and showcased 
research findings from communication 
studies students and professors. 
Jonathan Bowman and Roger 
Pace, professors of communication 
studies, presented their findings on 
cell phone usage, dual-tasking and 
conversation quality. 
"Communication behaviors are a 
beautiful blend of predictable trends 
and unique occurrences," Pace said. 
Pace's research, titled "Dualing 
With Cell Phones: Impact of Mobile 
Phones on Communication in a 
Wired Society," captivated the 
student viewers as a study that was 
both interesting and relevant to 
the entire audience. Their research 
measured how dual-tasking like 
texting or speaking on a cellphone 
while doing something else can affect 
See COMM, Page 3 
Winter Wonderland rings in 
the holiday season on campus 
By Anne Brady 
USD students gathered to ring in 
the holiday season at this year's Winter 
Wonderland event. Torero Program 
Board and Resident Hall Association 
held their annual event, previously 
known as Miracle on Marian Way, 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on Dec. 1. 
"I believe that every year Winter 
Wonderland continues to be more 
successful," senior Kendal Lay, chair 
of the TPB, said. "Students keep 
passing down the word to incoming 
classes, which gets them really excited 
to see what it is about." 
Attention was paid to detail with 
streamers and balloons decorating the 
bike racks, ornaments of varying sizes 
being suspended in trees, garland 
lining the walls outside of Frank's 
Lounge and holiday music being 
played from the speakers. 
Winter Wonderland took place in 
its new, centralized location in front of 
the Student Life Pavilion. Last year's 
festivities stretched from Maher Hall 
to the snow hill on the University 
Center lawn. 
"Last year, Winter Wonderland 
was more spread out, which made 
it difficult to serve the students," 
sophomore Marc Gonzales, TPB's 
vice chair of operations, said. "We 
wanted to have it in front of the SLP 
so that students had a centralized 
place to gather." 
Ice skating and the snow hill were 
aana toranim/1 ne vista 
Students get in the holiday spirit at a teddy bear stuffing table outside of Frank's Lounge 
on Dec. 1. 
two activities that were not included 
in this year's event. Instead, additions 
this year included a live snow globe 
and a toboggan slide. Other events 
included marshmallow roasting for 
s'mores, teddy bear stuffing with 
Build-A-Bear, snowflake making, 
cookie and ornament decorating and 
picture taking with Santa Claus. 
"I think the students reacted very 
well to the new additions," Lay said. 
"The Toboggan Run was a blast to go 
on, and the giant snow globe was full 
the whole night with students getting 
their pictures taken. RHA added more 
craft tables, and they were so popular 
that their supplies ran out. The Build-
A-Bear station is always the biggest 
See WINTER, Page 2 
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Workshop 
teaches how 
to get higher 
salaries 
By Audrey Miciano 
Director of the Women's Center Erin 
Lovette-Colyer helped USD students to 
be proactive when negotiating starting 
salaries and addressed issues of the 
modern gender wage gap. 
Held Thursday in the Student 
Life Pavilion Room 412, the Start 
Smart workshop's objective was to 
teach students how to negotiate a 
decent salary when newly entering the 
workforce. Lovette-Colyer emphasized 
the importance for women in particular 
to learn negotiation skills because 
"women are socialized not to question 
or challenge what is being offered, [but] 
rather to be grateful that they get a job." 
Many fresh-faced graduates assume 
that an employer determines appropriate 
pay based on job responsibilities and 
employee qualifications, but Lovette-
Colyer explained that this is often 
a myth. According to the American 
Association of University Women, 
female employees - both college and 
non-college educated - on average 
earn 77 cents for every dollar a male 
employee counterpart earns. According 
to AAUW's 2009 research report, 
Behind the Pay Gap, female college 
graduates one year out of school 
"earned 80 percent of what their male 
counterparts earned." 
Why does this wage gap happen 
if wage discrimination is illegal? 
Lovette-Colyer cited gender bias and 
stereotyping. People tend to value 
males more than females, and they 
stereotype based on employee gender. 
Some particularly biased employers 
will assume that men need to earn 
more because they have a family to 
care for, but that women do not need 
to earn as much because they may start 
a family and leave the company after a 
pregnancy. 
In addition to this, women also tend 
to rationalize that they don't need as 
much money as men do to survive. In the 
workshop, Lovette-Colyer developed a 
budget with the attendees to show how 
much money a college graduate would 
need to earn in order to cover his or her 
living expenses. The student attendees 
agreed on the final budget mock-up, 
acknowledging that living expenses do 
not vary between males and females, 
because landlords and utility companies 
don't discriminate when issuing billing 
statements. 
Lovette-Colyer said that women 
are often socialized to think that men 
deserve a higher salary because they 
work harder, which in turn prohibits 
women from questioning their salaries 
and failing to ask employers for higher 
pay-
Promotions are based on an 
employee's starting salary, and when 
women start at the lower end of a pay 
scale, the wage gap between women and 
men's salaries continues to increase. 
The average 23 cents women lose for 
every dollar a man earns compounds to 
equal $1.2 million lost over the course 
of a woman's career. The wage gap is 
even worse for women of color. On 
average, Asian women earn 78 cents 
for every dollar a man earns, African 
American women earn 69 cents and 
Latina women earn 57 cents. 
So what can college graduates do in 
order to avoid this wage gap? Lovette-
Colyer says students - particularly 
females - need to educate themselves 
in order to avoid falling victim to the 
wage gap. 
"Women in general, and women of 
color in particular, need to understand 
what the gender wage gap means to 
them personally, how it happens and 
why it happens," Lovette-Colyer said. 
The workshop highlighted the 
importance of realizing that "salary 
negotiation is about the job and what the 
boss is willing to pay." Lovette-Colyer 
offered these tips when negotiating 
a salary: never be the first to name a 
salary figure, avoid salary negotiation 
before receiving the job offer and aim 
high and be realistic when negotiating 
your salary. 
The Women's Center will host 
another salary negotiating workshop for 
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USD leads nation in study abroad 
By Elizabeth Allick 
After two years of coming in 
second to Pepperdine University, 
USD is now ranked first in the nation 
in the percentage of undergraduate 
students who participate in study 
abroad programs. 
On Nov. 28 the office of the 
executive vice president and provost 
proudly sent out information 
regarding the accomplishments of 
the university's abroad program. 
USD has always prided itself on a 
successful abroad program in an 
aim to develop global citizens and 
the new rankings from the Institute 
for International Education based on 
the annual Open Doors Report is a 
testament to this effort. 
The annual report ranks 
universities based on an estimated 
percentage of undergraduate 
participation in study abroad programs 
while taking into consideration factors 
like the total undergraduate degrees 
conferred during the academic year. 
At the number one spot, USD reached 
71.4 percent during the 2009-2010 
academic school year. According to 
the report, Pepperdine University in 
Malibu now comes second to USD, 
followed by the University of Denver, 
Yeshiva University in New York, 
N.Y. and University of St. Thomas in 
St. Paul, Minn. 
"I am very proud of the 
transformative learning opportunities 
our faculty provide through study 
abroad, community service learning 
and other pathways to enhance our 
students' capacity to live, work, 
and serve anywhere on the planet," 
Executive Vice President and Provost 
Julie Sullivan said. 
USD now offers a variety of 
programs for all majors in over 35 
countries. 
"Since the International Center's 
opening in 2006, USD has made great 
strides in increasing the number of 
students who study abroad through 
intersession, summer and semester-
long programs," Assistant Director of 
International Studies Abroad Jessica 
Luchesi said. "The exponential 
growth that has taken place over the 
past five years is a testament to USD's 
dedication to internationalization." 
This extensive range of programs 
is one of the reasons studying abroad 
is an option for so many USD students. 
One such program is the Second Year 
Experience, which allows students 
to earn core curriculum credit in a 
variety of disciplines during their 
sophomore year in locations such as 
China, Italy and Spain. 
"It definitely required a lot of 
time management condensing a 
whole semester's worth of material 
into three weeks, especially while 
wanting as much free time as possible 
to explore the country," Oxford SYE 
participant and environmental studies 
major Alyssa Beerling said. "But it 
was definitely a great experience, 
especially having a major that does 
not typically allow for the opportunity 
to spend an entire semester abroad, 
especially in Europe." 
Sullivan believes that the recent 
progress is a result of the effort 
between both student interest in 
international learning opportunities 
as well as faculty interest in teaching. 
"Our success in study abroad 
participation is due to establishing 
internationalization as a strategic 
goal for the campus, creating the 
International Center, consolidating 
our resources supporting 
undergraduate study abroad, our 
faculty's interest in developing and 
leading international courses and the 
recognition by our students of the 
importance of immersing themselves 
in other countries and cultures," 
Sullivan said. 
TPB, RHA sponsor 
winter celebration on 
USD's Marian Way 
Sana Ebrahim/The Vista  
Students make festive ornaments at a decorating table outside the Student Life Pavilion 
on Dec. 1. 
WINTER, continued from Front Page 
hit, and even after ordering more 
bears this year, they were still gone 
within the first few hours." 
While some students didn't 
particularly favor the changes, they 
still found the event to be enjoyable. 
"I, personally, missed the snow," 
senior Anthony Riech said. "It has 
always been my favorite part of 
Winter Wonderland. But the whole 
night really did help me get into the 
holiday spirit." 
A new system was utilized this 
year with the Build-A-Bear station 
to ease the frustration that students 
experienced last year. Many of the 
students waiting in line were not able 
to get stuffed animals due to limited 
quantities. This year, wristbands were 
given to the first 600 people in line 
for Build-A-Bear, which guaranteed 
their opportunity to build a furry 
companion. The line was shortened 
and became more manageable after 
the wristbands were distributed. 
"Every year we find 
improvements," sophomore Shelby 
Herzig, RHA president, said. "That 
is what RHA is for, to bring the best 
possible events to the students here on-
campus." 
The only mishap of the night 
included two students who backed 
into a light post in front of the UC 
while driving a golf cart. No injuries 
were reported from those involved in 
the incident. 
Student's perspective on Public Safety rounds 
Sophomore chronicles events of a Friday evening on campus 
PSAFE, continued from Front Page 
were in the car came down quickly, 
but five females that were in the car 
did not come out. Another Public 
Safety officer came and accompanied 
one of the students to the girls' floor to 
find them, but they were unsuccessful. 
The officers subsequently found a 
female student who was able to point 
out where the girls live. 
At 12:48 a.m., the officer went 
back into the building with the female 
student and came out shortly after 
with all five of the girls, dressed very 
differently than when we initially saw 
them. Officer G asked the group which 
one of them was in the trunk, and if 
anyone had had anything to drink. A 
few students admitted to drinking, 
but no one admitted to riding in the 
trunk. Officer G asked again, and one 
student finally admitted to being in 
the trunk. 
Officer G breathalyzed the 
students individually and gave their 
ID information to the Public Safety 
dispatch. I received strange looks 
from the students, and decided to 
move closer to explain why I was 
there. When Officer G finished 
breathalyzing, he informed two of 
the students they would need to be 
breathalyzed again in 15 minutes. 
Officer G explained that if a student's 
blood alcohol content reaches a 
low enough level in the second 
breathalyzer test, then the student 
would not be required to go to detox. 
Public Safety Officers reserve this 
procedure for students who do not 
appear belligerently drunk and look to 
be able to take care of themselves. 
One student's BAC went down 
and was low enough to stay. The 
other students' BAC was still too 
high. Officer G told the nine students 
that those who were drinking would 
be written up for underage alcohol 
consumption, and everyone would 
be written up for riding in an unsafe 
vehicle. He explained to me afterward 
that had the students not fled, the 
consequences would have been 
different. 
At 1:33 a.m., we got back into 
the patrol vehicle and escorted the 
student to detox. On our way back to 
campus we saw a girl wildly dancing 
with several others in the back seat of 
a cab. We laughed and guessed that 
we'd be seeing them later if they were 
students. But the cab did not get off at 
USD's exit. 
At 2:09 a.m., shortly after getting 
back to campus, we followed a cab 
that had too many people in the 
back seat. The cab stopped and five 
people got out. We saw one person 
put a large bottle of clear liquid in her 
purse. Officer G turned on the patrol 
vehicle's flashing lights and called the 
five passengers over to the car. Officer 
G asked if anyone had alcohol on 
them, to which the five replied "no." 
Officer G asked again, and received 
the same response. 
"I already know the answer to the 
question I'm asking," he warned, and 
the female student with the handle 
admitted to possessing alcohol. 
Two of the passengers were USD 
students, two were San Diego State 
University students and one was a 
non-student. After breathalyzing each 
one, Officer G determined that they 
all had been drinking. I answered 
questions from the two USD students 
as to why I was there. I heard one of 
the SDSU students shout, "Thank you 
God. I love you!" The remaining three 
passengers were told they would have 
to call a friend or a cab to pick them 
up and take them off campus, or else 
Public Safety would find them a ride -
most likely to detox, jail or a hospital. 
They arranged for a friend to pick them 
up. All of the students were written up 
for drinking and the non-student was 
informed that since his company is 
contracted by USD, his employer may 
be notified of the incident through 
USD's administration. Officer G 
explained that SDSU students go 
through a disciplinary process similar 
to USD's, except Public Safety officer 
submit a form detailing the write-up to 
SDSU. 
After the conclusion of the write 
up, it was just after 3 a.m., and I 
headed back to my dorm. 
This ride-along was different 
from the Sept. 17 ride-along in that the 
write-ups resulted from students doing 
activities that were unsafe, and not just 
against USD policy. Public Safety is 
here to act as USD's law enforcement, 
but most importantly to make sure 
campus remains a safe environment. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 
November 14 - December 3 
November 14, 2011 
Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE 
At 12:54 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed personal 
items from a student's residence on between Nov. 12 at 4:00 
p.m. and Nov. 14 at 11:00 a.m. 
November 16, 2011 
Location: CUYAMACA HALL 
At 11:13 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed a students 
bicycle which was secured to the Alcala Vista's bike rack 
between Nov. 3 at 12:00 p.m. and Nov. 16 at 10:00 a.m. 
November 22, 2011 
Location: CUYAMACA HALL 
At 2:51 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed a students 
bicycle from the Alcala Vistas bike rack between Nov. 17 at 
6:00 p.m. and Nov. 22 at 2:30 p.m. 
November 24, 2011 
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS 
At 12:19 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, a package containing an iPod was 
delivered to a student's residence on Nov. 23 at 2:32 p.m. 
However, the student never received the package. 
November 15, 2011 
Location: MISSIONS PARKING STRUCTURE 
At 12:21 p.m. Public Safety responded to'a report of vandalism. 
Upon investigation, the rear window & right rear tail light of a 
student' vehicle were smashed on Nov. 9 between 11:30 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. 
November 20, 2011 
Location: TORERO WY @ MANCHESTER VILLAGE 
At 1:31 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed a student's 
Garmin GPS device from her locked vehicle between Nov. 19 
at 5:00 p.m. and Nov. 20 at 1:45 p.m. There were no signs of 
forced entry. December 3, 2011 
Location: MISSIONS B LOT 
At 12:31 a.m. Public Safety observed a vehicle with too many 
passengers inside. Upon investigation, seven students were 
determined to be intoxicated. One student was determined 
to be unable to care for himself and he was transported 
to Detox. The other six students were cited for Minor in 
Possession; however, they were determined to be able to care 
for themselves and they were released to their residences. 
November 15, 2011 
Location: PARDEE LEGAL RESEARCH CENTER 
At 4:30 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed a student's 
unattended laptop on Nov. 15 between 4:00 p.m. and 4:30 
p.m. 
November 21, 2011 
Location: UNIVERSITY TERRACE APARTMENTS 
At 8:33 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. 
Upon investigation, an unknown person removed three (3) 
laptops and $300 cash from a student residence on Nov. 21 
between 6:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Anyone having information regarding these incidents please contact Public Safety at 619-260-7777. 
Colloquium evaluates 
communication efficacy 
with student research 
Anne Brady/The Vista 
Senior andThink club founder Gabriel Adibe will host a three-hour workshop on his experiences at the Feb. 10, 2012TEDxAshokaU 
conference at Arizona State University. 
Club asks members to "Think" 
THINK, continued from Front Page 
USD junior and Think Vice 
President Romulus Diejuste encouraged 
Adibe to develop Think into an on-
campus club. Adibe credits Diejuste 
for giving him the motivation to move 
forward with his ideas. Think started 
out with six students on the executive 
board and now has more than 60 people 
on its email list-serv. Think is registered 
on the ToreroOrgs site, has a Facebook 
group and even has an ad listing on the 
community section of Craigslist.org. 
"There is a core group of 15 to 20 
members who show up on a weekly 
basis, but there are always new people 
attending," Adibe said. "We had a 
visitor from La Mesa come to a recent 
meeting because she saw one of our ads 
and wanted to check it out.' 
Members are encouraged to bring 
a friend to each meeting in the hopes of 
expanding Think's conversations. 
USD" senior and Think member 
Ashley Elder finds the club to be a 
unique meeting space of individuals 
with stimulating discussions. 
"I think it's great that this club 
brings together a diverse group of 
people that wouldn't normally have 
conversations with one another," Elder 
said. "I think it is beneficial for people 
to disagree peacefully, or to find a 
common ground, with someone who 
might have an opposing viewpoint." 
Think meetings do not have a strict 
structure, but flow according to the whim 
of conversation. One constant practice 
is that at the end of meetings, members 
select a topic for the upcoming meeting 
and Adibe then assigns "homework." 
"I do assign homework every 
time a meeting ends," Adibe said. "For 
example, we chose the topic Occupy 
San Diego, and I said, 'Your homework 
is to read at least one article about 
OccupySD. That way when you come 
to the meeting, your mind is ready to 
discuss what is going on.'" 
Members also share a meal at 
Think meetings, a practice that Adibe 
says stimulates conversation and 
interconnectedness. Funding from 
Associated Students has allowed Think 
to serve pizza, subs or other simple 
items at meetings. 
At the first Think meeting, attendees 
discussed the Sept. 8 blackout that hit 
Southern California and Arizona. 
"The first thing we talked about 
was the blackout, because there were 
so many implications from it," Adibe 
said. "Some students even said that they 
turned off their lights and pretended 
the power was out in their rooms. 
That got us talking about privilege and 
inequalities." 
Adibe said his inspiration comes 
from his diverse assortment of life 
experiences. 
"I have travelled all over the 
world, served in the marines and came 
to campus with certain expectations," 
Adibe said. "When I would say 'hi' to 
people and they didn't say 'hi' back, I 
questioned how our lives have become 
so busy that we don't take the time to 
acknowledge other people." 
From this experience, Adibe 
conducted an informal survey to assess 
the potential draw of Think club. Over 
the course of two weeks, he carried a 
notebook and stopped people around 
campus to find out their experiences 
with saying 'hi' to others. Adibe found 
that the majority of people responded 
that they do not reciprocate a greeting 
if they are not already acquainted 
with an individual. Adibe also asked 
participants if they would be interested 
in discussing a broad range of topics 
with other people over a meal, and he 
received an overwhelmingly positive 
response. 
The goal of the club, according 
to Adibe, is to bring together people 
who would not typically interact, and 
members are encouraged to collaborate 
and propose positive solutions for issues 
discussed. Think meets every Friday 
afternoon from 3 to 4 p.m. and is open 
to all who would like to attend. 
Adibe's video is available for 
viewing at TEDxAshokaU.com/ 
wildcard/studentl. 
For those interested in following his 
path, Adibe gave the following advice: 
"Yes, Fve done a lot, but essentially you 
just don't get anywhere on your own." 
COMM, continued from Front Page 
communication. 
"Verbal communication is less 
satisfying because people remember 
less, have less detailed conversation, 
less cognitively complex 
conversations, than those who are not 
dual-tasking," Pace said. 
A major finding of the research 
was that the act of "switching" back 
and forth is troublesome and decreases 
the quality of communication. 
Pace's presentation included 
lesser-known facts about the 
popularity of cell phone usage today, 
including that cell phone reception 
is now available at the top of Mt. 
Everest. 
"People with AT&T can place 
a call from the top of Mt. Everest 
but they can't seem to do that from 
Camino Hall," Pace said. 
Pace also challenged the students 
to take their cell phones and text a 
complex phrase to see if the audience 
could break the world record for the 
fastest text. Many students came 
close to the mark, demonstrating the 
prominence of texting in the lives of 
this generation's students. 
Additionally, communication 
studies students have been working 
with and gathering data about various 
nonprofit organizations this semester 
in an attempt to better the nonprofits' 
approaches in gathering donations, 
encouraging participation and raising 
general awareness. 
One project in particular worked 
with the nonprofit Homeaid SD that 
builds homes for individuals and 
families in need. Senior Shauna Riley 
explained her group's project as a way 
to help market the nonprofit to the 
college-aged demographic. In order to 
determine what means of marketing 
approaches would be most successful, 
her group distributed surveys and 
categorized their responses based on 
college majors. Riley's group found 
in comparing real estate, electrical 
engineers and marketing majors that 
the group of marketing students was 
most receptive and willing to get 
involved with the nonprofit. 
Senior Carly Hanson's group 
conducted research on the Link Peer 
Mentoring program that is put on by the 
United Front Multicultural Center that 
included measuring the effectiveness 
of self-disclosure and active listening. 
Her group's findings concluded that 
self-disclosure is the most effective 
means of communication in a peer-
mentor relationship. 
"This research was a rewarding 
and eye-opening experience," Hanson 
said. 
Photo courtesy of Kristin Moran 
USD professor of communication studies Roger Pace presents his research, "Dualing 
With Cell Phones: Impact of Mobile Phones on Communication in a Wired Society," at a 
conference in the Institute for Peace and Justice on Nov. 29. 
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By Anna von Bertrab 
Finals roll around, and the mind 
starts to wander to every single place 
but school. It is that time of the year 
when we would rather be doing 
anything and everything BUT the 
present task at hand. Boredom floods 
our heads when we aimlessly let our 
eyes wander for a quick study break 
in the Harry Potter room. All of a 
sudden our minds go to other places 
as we daydream. 
These days dreams of the 
holidays, ever so close, yet so far 
away, as we study, serve as an escape 
for about one full minute. 
Moving on to the next distraction, 
observing people in the Harry Potter 
room is just as sexy and alluring as 
polishing the wooden floors my chair 
sits atop of aka not that entertaining. 
I really wish I knew the kind of wood 
that houses the Harry Potter room. 
Mahogany, Beechwood.. who knows? 
Email me if you know (or are bored 
during finals). I can be your pen pal, 
thanks. The colossal graffiti tables 
grasp my attention for as much as 30 
seconds. I get bored of reading the 
"MWL+AKT forever" inscriptions. 
So on to the next best thing. In six 
months the finals from this semester 
won't even matter. The stress isn't 
even worth it. It will only hinder 
performance in finals. Yes, grades do 
matter, but don't C's get you degrees? 
(Says Ms. Overachiever who would 
rather wake up every day at 6a.m. 
than be caught with a C in college). 
In six months the guy or girl you 
like probably will change, so if he or 
she comes to distract you for a while 
or not doesn't really matter. But, on 
second thought, he or she is worth the 
distraction and heart fluttering. 
Distractions. They are things 
that prevent someone from 
giving full attention to something 
else. Distractions, diversions or 
recreations, call them what you may, 
but they all fall under the category of 
alternative activities to actually doing 
the required. 
Cell phones are the easiest 
hands-on distraction. Pull it out of 
your pocket if you want to evade 
saying hello to that person (not the 
best avoidance technique to use). 
Another common collegiate practice 
is texting when bored and attempting 
to procrastinate. 
#USDproblems - read them 
on Twitter for a pleasant smirk and 
add a few to entertain yourself for a 
while. If that gets old step outside the 
library to find dogs barking. A prime 
distraction is dog petting. During 
study days USD's Center for Health 
and Wellness provides dogs so we 
can pet them and apparently alleviate 
stress. 
Exercise to relieve stress and any 
frustration from writing those papers. 
Plus the more you work out the better 
you will look and feel better about 
yourself (very superficial take on 
the distraction). On a more scientific 
note, exercise to decrease Cortisol, 
a stress hormone, and instead allow 
your body a natural high when it 
releases endorphins (the same feeling 
you get when you eat chocolate and 
get a sugar rush). 
Consider more in depth 
daydreaming, they can spur creativity, 
innovation, novelty and advancement. 
Spacing out may not be that bad. 
Instead of seeing it as a lazy non­
productive pastime, see it as something 
constructive. Escaping from reality, 
even if it is just in your mind, helps us 
understand true feelings and may help 
fulfill your goals. Using the right side 
of your brain as you daydream sparks 
your creative side. Escaping from 
reality can help you relive stress and 
improve your attitude and outlook 
on life while fostering creativity and 
refreshing the mind. 
But if daydreaming gets 
boring, go to the ultimate studying 
distraction, Facebook. Perhaps the 
most unproductive, time-consuming 
pastime of our generation, Facebook 
will allow you to kill time effortlessly. 
So distract yourself and give 
yourself a healthy or if you must 
unhealthy break while studying for 
finals or writing those term papers. 
If all else fails, find ways to laugh 
and have a good time while drudging 
away. The good news is that we are all 
on the same boat and in as little as two 
weeks it will all be over. 
Photo courtesy of Nick Dixon 
Adrenalina shop rolls into San Diego 
Longboard skate shop open in La Jolla 
By Nick Dixon 
Adrenalina retail's newest location 
off of La Jolla Blvd. celebrated its 
grand opening last month amidst a 
variety of surf and skate shops on the 
same street. Despite the competition, 
owner Zalman Lekach isn't worried. 
"We're a longboard specialty shop, 
open seven days a week," Lekach's 
business partner Pablo Lanatta said. 
Lanatta described Adrenalina's Bird 
Rock outlet as a place to buy longboard 
products, build custom boards from 
scratch, get a quick tune up, or attend 
a skateboard clinic held on Saturdays 
at Rob Field Skate Park in Ocean 
Beach. Hosting clinics of this sort 
demonstrates Adrenalina's primary 
concern: getting people to skate. For 
Lekach, the bottom line isn't profit. It's 
something bigger. 
Extreme athlete Zalman Lekach's 
bold enterprise started as a vision. His 
goal, to blend extreme sports and retail, 
first resulted in a television series 
titled "Adrenalina" aired on FuelTV, 
CTV, and Fox Sports. Since then, 
Adrenalina has begun its snowball 
roll toward an empire. No longer just 
a brand, Adrenalina seeks to provide 
"a haven—a destination—for the 
clientele who seeks a thrill as well." 
Adrenalina's headquarters, a 
14,000-square-foot warehouse in 
Piano, Texas, is a real-life fantasy 
factory for longboarders and extreme 
sports enthusiasts alike. Opened in 
2005, the warehouse sports an indoor 
flow rider, or a man-made wave 
built for athletes who want to shred 
chlorine. It is the first flow rider to 
be constructed inside a retail store. 
Extreme athletes can now ride the 
perpetual wave 300 miles away from 
the nearest coastline, opening up the 
sport for the dust-coated cowboys of 
Texas. 
Adrenalina's main message is one 
of inclusiveness and accessibility. 
"Anyone can push on a 
skateboard," says Lanatta. To spread 
this inclusive mentality, Andrenalina 
sponsors the Skateboard Marathon 
World Tour, races of 26.2 miles with 
$ 15,000 grand prizes for the winners of 
both the men's and women's divisions. 
To date, skateboard marathons have 
been held in New York City, N.Y.; 
Piano, Texas; Hallandale Beach, Fla.; 
and Caguas, Puerto Rico. Lanatta's 
goal is for fathers and sons to embark 
on the races together, and he is making 
strides to bring the marathon to San 
Diego. The grand prize will be an 
unprecedented $30,000. Winners' 
names will be engraved into the 
Champion's Cup which sits in the 
central kiosk of their Bird Rock retail 
outlet. 
By pushing this new form of long­
distance skateboarding, Adrenalina is 
using business to legitimize the sport. 
The World Tour is the first officially 
recognized skateboarding race, and 
Lekach hopes to ultimately see the 
event in the Summer Olympics one day. 
Lekach and Lenatta have hopes that 
long-distance skateboarding will even 
inspire an ethos of skateboarding as a 
form of transportation, cutting back on 
fuel dependency and greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
Can the plummeting Euro be saved? 
No, it Can't! vs. Yes, it Can! 
By Nick Dixon 
The plummeting Euro has done 
more to erode the economic scaffold­
ing than just devalue the currency. 
Current frustrations have driven a 
backlash of injuries into the cohesive-
ness of the Union itself. With some 
countries more culpable than others, 
finger-pointing and blame games are 
on the up-and-up. Today, the inertia 
of the European Union has stinted to 
a halt as nationalistic, hostile policies 
deteriorate friendships between na­
tions. 
France and Germany, the EU's 
most intact members, have increased 
border patrol to preempt the spillover 
of their neighbors' economic prob­
lems into theirterritories .Specifically, 
France deports Tunisian immigrants 
with Italian visas back to Italy to se­
cure French jobs and benefits for the 
citizens already at work. Germany 
discourages Polish tourists from en­
tering Germany with tighter border 
security and encourages German tour­
ists to vacation places other than Den­
mark, says Canadian current events 
periodical "Maclean." With rivalries 
and grudges dating back centuries, the 
Euro crisis appears to have thrown 
gasoline into the once-dormant em­
bers. 
As arteries between countries 
congeal with border patrol and rising 
populism, commerce between coun­
tries will clot as people and products 
are prevented from moving freely 
within the union. Additionally, in the 
event that even one country secedes, 
analysts predict that the rest will fol­
low one by one. 
ECB president Mario Draghi's 
proposed bailout would fail to amelio­
rate conditions should the plan gain as 
much traction as the one endeavored 
by the U.S. Economically, Europe 
seems destined for the Dark Ages. 
r.f! 
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The Euro is in the gutter for one 
reason and one reason only. Lax lend­
ing standards by the PIIGS (Portugal, 
Ireland, Italy, Greece, and Spain) have 
led to an insolvency crisis leaving 
these countries unable to pay back 
the ECB, the European Central Bank. 
Until the dubbed "PIIGS" have recu­
perated enough to stand on their on 
their own four trotters, the ECB re­
fuses to lend them any more money. 
With princely government salaries, 
generous social benefits and low tax 
collection, the ECB's refusal has su-
persized the load on the backs of na­
tional banks. 
As it stands, the ECB lacks the 
authority to enact or enforce standards 
that would require the tanking coun­
tries to lend more responsibly. Unable 
to intervene, the ECB can only sit by 
and watch as the Euro falls apart at 
the seams. Enter Mario Draghi. As 
highlighted by the New York Times, 
Mr. Draghi, president of the ECB, 
proposed a plan to hold euro zone 
countries more accountable.His plan, 
involving national budget submissions 
and approvals as well as the ability for 
the ECB to set more stringent stan­
dards, pends approval from the Euro­
pean Union at large. The plan, favor­
ing the bigger, healthier economies 
of France and Germany may be over­
ruled as they lack the majority. 
However, Mr. Draghi asserts that 
it is in the best interest of the EU as 
a whole for the new treaty to be rati­
fied. Divided, Europe risks falling off 
the globe as an economic force should 
it fail to regain its previous horsepow­
er. The ECB's intervention would be 
swift and timely, operationalizing a 
small-scale bail out analogous to the 
one Obama approved in 2009. As the 
EU (PIIGS included) have more to 
gain from their compact than from 
abolishing it, the Euro will stand on its 
feet once again. 
THE VISTA | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2011 
BUSINESS 5 
Billy McCabe/The Vista 
Santa sells his sleigh for cash during the holidays 
Selling the Christmas spirit to the American-consumer-driven economy 
By Alma Beltran 
Black Friday was one of the busi­
est days of the year for malls and stores 
all around the U.S. Shoppers camped 
out in front of stores to get those door-
buster sales and extra holiday specials. 
Some stores took advantage of the 
holiday spending frenzy by opening 
their doors two hours earlier than in 
the previous years. Bill Martin from 
ShopperTrak industries recorded that 
2011 Black Friday shopping increased 
7 percent from last year. The rise of 
unemployment to 9 percent in the U.S. 
clearly did not stop shoppers from go­
ing to the stores. 
"The term Black Friday comes 
from the idea that a majority of busi­
nesses are below their profit margin 
in the first 10 months of the year and 
make most of their money in one day," 
USD professor Alan Gin said. While 
people all over the country are empty­
ing the store shelves, companies are 
happily making their quotas in the 
last quarter of the 2010-2011 year. For 
those that wanted to avoid the Black 
Friday madness, Cyber Monday of­
fered another way for customers to 
shop from the comfort of their own 
homes. The Wall Street Journal re­
ported a 22 percent rise in sales, which 
totaled $1.03 billion. Major companies 
such as Walmart and Amazon enjoyed 
the day of sales because of the large 
profit they made from consumers. 
Has Santa exchanged his holiday 
spirit for a Rolex watch and a pair of 
reindeer slippers? Christmas was once 
a time of year when families could 
come together to strengthen family 
bonds, pass down traditions and cel­
ebrate their culture. This year on Black 
Friday, many families could be spotted 
early morning shopping and looking 
for the best deals. The National Retail 
Federation has estimated that the aver­
age family spends about $398.62 dur­
ing the Black Friday weekend. 
"I think what is needed is the con­
stant use of social media combined 
with special offers and getting the 
'right product at the right price' mes­
sage out there," chief executive of 
NPD Inc., Michael Cohen said. Cohen 
believes that corporations will see a 
constant flow of income if businesses 
continue to advertise sales throughout 
the holiday season. During the Christ­
mas season, commercials are not only 
targeting adults into spending but chil­
dren as well. CBS New, has announced 
that children from ages eight to 12 in 
the U.S. influence their parents to 
spend about $150 billion each year on 
toys and fast food. Businesses have in­
fluenced kids at a very young age into 
becoming consumers. 
As ShopperTrak industries con­
tinues to report on consumer spending 
during the holiday season, people are 
being tricked into believing that they 
are benefiting from the sales, which is 
corporate America's goal. Advertise­
ments paid by businesses influence 
public spending in order to made a 
profit from the lack of income dur­
ing the beginning of the year. A rise 
of unemployment and the lack of jobs 
are the main reasons for the economic 
downturn in the U.S., but public spend­
ing has increased dramatically during 
the Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
craze. This just goes to shows how 
much holidays in the U.S. have been 
commodified, because even in times 
of economic hardship, people are still 
drawn to the stores. 
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Artists occupy Wall Street 
By Danielle Brasher 
It has been two months since pro­
testers first took to the streets, and still 
the Occupy Wall Street movement 
marches strong. The media, however, 
have cast a violent spotlight on major 
cities, specifically Oakland, Calif, and 
the ongoing police brutality there. 
Publicized since October, Oak­
land police officers have physically 
smashed encampments to the ground 
and attacked over 1,000 supporters 
with tear gas, flash grenades and rub­
ber bullets. Iraq war veteran Scott Ol-
sen made news headlines overnight 
after being struck by a police projectile 
during an Occupy Oakland protest and 
has since become an "international fig­
ure of the Occupy protests," according 
to Ed Schultz of MSNBC. 
Top news stations have also re­
peatedly featured the police pepper-
spraying and arresting UC Davis 
students during a peaceful Occupy 
protest. Since its origins, the largely 
nonviolent, leaderless movement has 
sought to empower real people to 
create real change from the bottom 
up. Despite this, major news stations 
have selectively reported violence and 
placed a single face to the movement 
with constant interviews and medical 
updates of Olsen and other injured pro­
testers. 
Although police and protester vio­
lence has undeniably become a part of 
the Occupy movement, it is only part 
of the story. By emphasizing victimiza­
tion and failing to reveal the creative 
way movement members are getting 
their message across, the press has 
created a biased lens through which 
its audience now views the,Occupy 
movement. Instead of allowing the 
media to write the history of Occupy 
Wall Street, focus should be redirected 
to the true storytellers — the artists who 
have recorded the movement since its 
birth. 
Arts of all forms have emerged 
as means to express and channel the 
Occupy Wall Street movement. The 
New York Times recently featured an 
online short film produced by Melena 
Ryzik & Gabe Johnson which features 
Zefrey Throwell, a performance artist 
who had an idea to have real workers 
act like they are doing their job on Wall 
Street and shed their clothes in the pro­
cess. His live artwork, titled "Exposing 
Wall Street," was inspired by his fam­
ily's frustration with big corporations. 
Other protesters are currently pitching 
faux tent art projects across Manhattan. 
New York Daily News reporters Em­
ily Sher and Helen Kennedy highlight­
ed protesters' ideas to erect tent-like 
structures across Manhattan decorated 
with messages against the removal of 
Occupy movement tents in Zuccotti 
Park, to relay the notion of "liberating 
space by liberating minds." 
The Arts and Culture committee of 
the New York City General Assembly 
has also played a key role in promoting 
art as a means to express and record 
the history and messages behind the 
movement. The committee has spon­
sored several Occupy events, includ­
ing poetry readings and spoken word 
performances in Manhattan's Zuccotti 
Park. Helen Stoilas of The Art News­
paper recently exposed that this com­
mittee is currently in search of a multi­
purpose indoor arts space that will 
be used for "studio space, rehearsals, 
concerts storage, performances, exhi­
bitions, teach-ins and film screenings" 
to further promote and unite the art 
movement. While these members have 
been expressing their art in individual 
Occupy groups, several police evic­
tions have denied artists the resources 
necessary to continue their work. If the 
Arts and Culture committee succeeds 
in finding a multi-purpose art room, 
not only will it provide a safe haven 
and renewed resources, but it will also 
serve to unite the creative minds of the 
movement. 
According to Stoilas, the Arts and 
Culture committee has been at the heart 
of the protest since the beginning, help­
ing to organize movement actions, de­
sign posters and create works inspired 
by protester ideas. In fact, several pub­
lic exhibitions which feature art creat­
ed by protesters or are inspired by the 
movement have already taken place. In 
addition, street art from both the Occu­
py Wall Street and Occupy D.C. move­
ments has been collected by the Smith­
sonian National Museum of American 
History. Roland Flamini of The Wash­
ington Post notes that the Smithsonian 
collected hand-made posters and other 
Cathy Nguyen/The Vista 
material in early October to build a re­
cord of the "embryonic movement" in 
case these protesters make the history 
books. Other products of the move­
ment include an online archive "The 
Occupennial", which documents the 
art in whichever form, allowing for 
an artistic backboard where members 
of the movement can bounce off their 
ideas, messages, films, photos and oth­
er forms of art. 
Although such artists (any pro­
tester with creative means to express 
the movement) and their messages are 
usually not presented by top news sta­
tions or featured on the front page, they 
have created the story of the Occupy 
Wall Street movement, have main­
tained it and will continue to fuel the 
fire of Occupy movements through art. 




By Emily Melvin 
"The Best MFers on Campus." 
You may have been walking around 
school and seen this phrase on the shirts 
of multiple students. Possibly you were 
amused or offended but hopefully you 
were intrigued - that is, after all, the 
point of the shirt. 
The shirts belong to one of the 
newer clubs on campus: the Microti-
Katelyn Montero/The Vista 
nance Club. Although the slogan has 
attracted members to the growing club, 
it has also attracted some unfavorable 
opinions of the administration. While 
in the case of the shirt, "MFer" refers 
to "Microfinancer." However, there 
are already preconceived notions of 
the abbreviation that some faculty do 
not approve of. Because of the contro­
versy, the club leaders have been asked 
to change the shirts, even though they 
have already been approved by the A.S. 
Board. 
While Microfinance members can 
understand the concerns regarding the 
shirts, they also cannot ignore the fact 
that the slogan has been an important 
tool to recruit members. 
"We have not seen any opposition 
to the slogan by students and the shirt 
creates a bit of surprise when they see 
it, propelling people to look more into 
it," Julia Norgaard, President of the 
Microfiance Club said. "It's a tool to 
bring about awareness and publicity 
and marketing for our club in a fun and 
creative way that appeals to students." 
With a club that is so new and 
somewhat unknown to the majority of 
the student body, something bold like 
this shirt is an important way to reach 
students. 
"The name Microfinance just 
sounds like a business club but it is so 
much more than that," Jessica Dona­
hue, a new member of the club said. 
"The shirt attracts people's attention 
and makes them ask about it. Once 
they hear about it, they usually find it's 
something they want to join, thus mak­
ing the club more successful." 
Many, in fact, do not even know 
what Microfinance is or what it is 
about. 
"Microfinance is an empowerment 
club on the USD campus that promotes 
sustainable poverty alleviation by pro­
viding the poor with financial servic­
es," said Fadi Hindi, Vice President of 
Marketing. 
While the phrase "The Best MFers 
on Campus" may be fun and intrigu­
ing, the issues that the club deals with 
are serious and important. It ultimately 
hopes to help enable as many under­
privileged people as it can by giving 
them loans to start their own businesses 
and thus create a livelihood for them­
selves. 
The club has already given mul­
tiple loans to people in developing 
nations and has helped changed their 
lives. In order to continue giving loans 
and improving the lives of the less 
fortunate, the club needs the ability 
to expand and bring a greater sense of 
mindfulness to USD students about the 
essence of microfinance. 
With the opposition coming from 
certain faculty members, however, the 
club's opportunities to grow are being 
hindered. Beyond the very specific is­
sue facing the club right now is one of 
even greater importance that is all too 
often overlooked: the violation of free­
dom of speech. 
Freedom of speech is one of the 
most basic principles of the nation, 
guaranteed to its citizens through the 
First Amendment in the U.S. Constitu­
tion. When people are denied the right 
to speak their mind, not only are their 
rights being violated but the very val­
ues by which this country was founded 
are also infringed upon. All too fre­
quently, students are being censored 
when they should be encouraged to ex­
press themselves, especially when it is 
for a good cause. 
"College is a time for people to 
hold protests, sleep outside and rally 
for certain causes," Norgaard said. 
"We're students, we're constantly 
learning and growing and experiencing 
different things," . 
So let "The Best MFers on Cam­
pus" express themselves, after all, they 




By Lauren Vujovich 
The holiday season is one that is 
filled with wonderful feelings, for it is 
the season of giving. Cold nights en­
gulf us as we bundle ourselves up in 
blankets and enjoy nice warm drinks 
such as tea or hot chocolate. 
Lights twinkle all throughout 
the neighborhoods and festive music 
plays on the radio. It's the holidays, 
and everyone is excited, at least for 
the most part. 
Since we were children it has 
been taught to us spread the holiday 
cheer and be in a feeling of giving 
during this time of the year. Howev­
er, the holidays seem to have drifted 
away from the feelings of just being 
merry and have entered a time of ten­
sion. 
Parents and peers alike fuss over 
what to get loved ones for the sea­
son and sometimes fail to recognize 
that this time of the year isn't about 
the gifts that one receives, but rather 
about spreading joy and reminding 
those who are important to you how 
much they matter to you. 
Additionally, people fret over 
how to greet each other. No one wants 
to be seen as the self-righteous person 
that assumes everyone celebrates the 
same holiday as them, so individuals 
submit to just saying "Happy Holi­
days" to one another. 
However, I feel this dismisses 
what the holidays are actually about. 
This time of year derives from the reli­
gious backgrounds of different faiths, 
and it appears that people in some way 
are afraid to acknowledge that techni­
cally, we aren't even supposed to say 
whether it is for Christmas or Hanuk-
kah or Kwanzaa or whatever it may 
be. Thus leading to why this time of 
year has become known as the "holi­
days" for it is considered "politically 
incorrect" to say otherwise. 
Now, nothing is wrong with say­
ing the "holidays," for it is the truth. 
However, people should feel comfort­
able saying Merry Christmas or Hap­
py Hanukkah as well. 
The holidays are here and no mat­
ter what people might say, these holi­
days are the reason we have time off 
of work or school during December. 
We 1 may now call it "winter 
break" but we wouldn't be having a 
winter break if it weren't for the reli­
gious holidays that take place during 
the time. 
People shouldn't have to be afraid 
of "insulting" someone or making 
them feel pressured to have the same 
religious beliefs as themselves by 
saying "Merry Christmas" or "Happy 
Hanukkah" or whatever faith they fol­
low. They are just acknowledging the 
time of year and spreading the joy we 
feel, not making a religious reference. 
We need to not be so concerned 
with saying these terms to people, for 
the initial use of them is to just be hap­
py with the people that are surround­
ing us in our daily life. 
Nowadays people are too sensi­
tive and feel threatened by the use of 
a specific religious holiday phrase, in­
stead of accepting the gesture as what 
it is: a term of endearment. 
If someone comes up to you and 
says "Merry Christmas" and you don't 
believe in it, just say what you believe 
in, whatever this time of year may be 
for you. If you are Jewish, say "Happy 
Hanukkah." If you don't identify with 
a particular faith or holiday, then just 
say "Happy Holidays." 
The points of these phrases are 
not to make anyone feel uncomfort­
able, but to spread the joy of the sea­
son. 
People are too worried about be­
ing "politically correct," and though 
that may be a good thing, we shouldn't 
have to hide the reason for the season. 
Say what you believe in, no mat­
ter what that may be during this time 
of year, and just know that the point 
isn't to be "politically correct" or to 
shove one's religious beliefs onto oth­
ers but rather to enjoy the time with 
your family and friends and spread the 
joy in whatever way means the most 
to you. 
So Merry Christmas, Happy Ha­
nukkah, Happy Kwanzaa or Happy 
Holidays, whatever this time of the 
year is to you, and may you have the 
best of it. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff', the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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Textbooks should tell both sides of history 
By Khea Pollard 
For years students have gone to 
school and have been given a generic 
textbook; one that is pro-American, 
supporting a very one-sided perspec­
tive of events that occurred through­
out history. 
However, this creates the con­
troversy of whether or not schools 
should purchase textbooks that offer 
revised or alternative versions of his­
torical events, instead of the typical 
one-sided version that we have come 
to know. 
USD is one of many college 
campuses that encourages the teach­
ing of what ethnic studies students 
refer to as the historical "counter-nar­
rative" in school districts throughout 
the nation. This means changing the 
curriculum taught in history classes 
to study the perspectives of margin­
alized groups throughout history. 
USD history professor David Miller 
gave his perspective on the content 
of USD's history books, "The texts 
do have their limitations," Miller 
said. Generally these text books tell a 
larger narrative that includes minori­
ties, but does not place them in the 
center of the narrative. In this sense 
they are included, but the traditional 
narrative tends to still be told. A truly 
alternative textbook would focus 
on the minority stories and go from 
there. Two examples are Howard Zinn's 
A People's History of the United States 
and the text Who Built America? I do 
not know which professors, if anyone 
other than myself, use these." 
College campuses should be seen 
as role models for secondary schools 
to observe and take action for change 
that would ensure marginalized groups' 
viewpoints are equally included in 
classroom discussion. In addition, his­
tory textbooks should offer detailed 
insight into the other side of historical 
events and movements for a broader 
and more in depth understanding of his­
tory itself. 
Recently, Governor Jerry Brown 
signed legislation SB 48, which man­
dates that queer history and the many 
contributions of gay people, like Har­
vey Milk, must now be included in the 
state's school curriculum. This land­
mark law will make California the first 
state in the nation to require this much 
needed inclusion in their school lesson 
plans and textbooks. 
"This bill revises existing laws that 
prohibit discrimination in education and 
ensures that the important contributions 
of Americans from all backgrounds and 
walks of life are included in our history 
books," Brown said. "It represents an 
important step forward for our state." 
The law requires that schools teach 
about the contributions of Pacific Is­
landers and the disabled. California 
Schools already require the teaching of 
the historical accomplishments of Af­
rican-Americans , Native-Americans, 
Mexican-Americans, Asian-Ameri­
cans and European-Americans. 
Many will argue that there simply 
isn't enough time in the school year to 
teach in-depth, alternate viewpoints on 
historical events. My response: make 
time. The critics may very well be cor­
rect in this statement, but they fail to 
recognize that college campuses man­
age to teach a wealth of curriculum 
that is inclusive of all marginalized 
groups in the length of one semester. It 
is true that college coursework is more 
rigorous than secondary school curric­
ulum; nevertheless, we find the time 
to glorify Christopher Columbus and 
a largely disproportionate amount of 
time educating our children about the 
Native American Red Power move­
ment. 
Opponents of the bill argue that 
it undermines the right of parents to 
protect their children from exposure to 
sensitive material and promotes sexu­
al indoctrination. 
The term "sensitive material" ref­
erences any educational material par­
ents deem unfit for their children's ears 
but the real question should be, why is 
this material not history-worthy? By 
excluding it from our country's his­
tory books we are encouraging GLBT 
sexual taboos as though this part of the 
population does not exist. 
In Texas, a similar effort to change 
U.S. history text has been demonstrat­
ed in favor of altering textbooks to 
include more conservative ideas, in­
cluding teaching America's Christian 
or biblical heritage. 
This is a glaring double standard. 
Why is teaching students about the 
counter-narratives of marginalized 
groups less relevant than education 
about the Christian/Biblical heritage? 
For some parents Christian/Biblical 
heritage education is considered sensi­
tive material. 
California legislators have taken 
the initiative to protect Californians 
from the series of alterations the Texas 
school board presented with SB 1451 
proposed by Senator Leland Yee. Cali­
fornia's board of education is against 
the Texas school board's proposition 
to include more conservative ideas 
like teaching America's biblical heri­
tage, into newer versions of their text­
books. This bill would ensure that 
none of the Texas textbook standards 
are allowed to be used in California 
in any way. SB 1451 is important be­
cause California, Texas, and Florida 
are major buyers of text books; there­
fore each state has a large impact and 
influence over the contents of history 
text used in other state schools 
Terry Kemple with the Commu­
nity Issues Council in Tampa, Florida 
agrees with what's happening in Tex­
as, stating that both sides of the issue 
have an agenda. A decision needs to 
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be made about which agenda is more 
beneficial for students. 
"The thing is, which is the agenda 
that is most true to American history?" 
Kemple said. "And if you go back and 
review history, there's no question 
that the Christian underpinnings of 
our government is what we should be 
teaching our kids." 
What Kemple fails to recognize 
is that historically, America is repre­
sented as a "melting pot" where many 
ethnic groups either immigrated to or 
were brought in chains to, inadver­
tently creating a multicultural society. 
Therefore, ignoring, failing to repre­
sent, and placing one group's agenda 
above another does our entire country 
a disservice because we are not ef­
fectively analyzing history from all 
viewpoints, which in turn significantly 
limits our knowledge base. 
Producing well-rounded and well-
informed students should be a priority 
in our country and it begins with the 
educational institutions that teach our 
children. College campuses should 
extend their influence over secondary 
schools to encourage much needed 
change. 
We may npt have the time to 
delve deeply into every civil rights 
movement integrated within the com­
plex infrastructure that is U.S. History, 
but I believe every marginalized group 
deserves more than an honorable men­
tion. 
Is racism still prevalent today? 
By Alyson Hupp 
America's policy toward minor­
ity groups has improved greatly over 
the years, from the abolition of slav­
ery, to the relative success of the Civ­
il Rights Movement, and even elect­
ing an African American president in 
recent history. 
Many Americans, however, in­
correctly see these events as proof 
of a nation free of racism and seg­
regation. Unfortunately, not only 
is racism still present, but some of 
these events give white Americans 
the skewed perception that racism is 
gone. 
Having this unrealistic mindset 
hinders their ability and motivation 
to make change. Minorities in our 
nation are still struggling with rac­
ism and segregation that many white 
people don't realize exists. It is up to 
our generation to reap the benefits of 
the modern technological, communi­
cation and social resources to which 
we have access to not only recognize 
the problem, but also discover the so­
lution. 
The inevitable first step in 
this seemingly endless struggle to 
achieve racial equality is to increase 
white awareness and end white denial. 
Looking at the world in a realistic 
way makes it apparent that racism still 
exists today. Just one month ago, 11 
Black Comcast employees in Chicago 
filed a lawsuit against employers, ac­
cusing them of verbal abuse, inhumane 
working conditions and unequal wages. 
In New York City, police arrested 63 
students over the course of the summer 
and fall for various small crimes and 
public disruptions, and 59 of these stu­
dents were Black or Latino. 
These are just a few examples of the 
structural discrimination that is evident 
in daily life. Although there are many 
incidents of racialized harassment in the 
workplace, most of these stories never 
make it to primetime television, con­
sequently leaving white people unin­
formed and reinforcing the presence and 
power of white denial. 
Just last August, the State of Ari­
zona passed Bill 2281, which banned 
ethnic studies classes in the Tucson Uni­
fied School District. The School Board 
officially banned all classes that were 
thought to advocate resentment toward 
the United States government and to­
ward certain races or ethnic groups. It 
also banned classes that were intended 
for only one ethnic group, because it 
was thought that this promoted ethnic 
solidarity. 
According to Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Tom Home, ethnic 
studies programs in Tucson were not 
satisfactory because they divided stu­
dents by race. In reality, this bill banned 
the classes that helped hundreds of 
students from the ethnic minorities 
graduate high school because it brings 
them together to give them a sense of 
community and support. These classes 
help motivate the students by educat­
ing them on their peoples' history and 
culture. When events like this this hit 
the media, much of the white public 
that fall under this umbrella of "white 
denial" would believe that officials are 
doing what they genuinely believe is 
best for the people. 
Is this an example of racism and 
social discrimination or of white denial 
and ignorance? Did the school board 
honestly have the best interests of the 
minorities in mind? Probably not. This 
is something that they did for the ben­
efit of white people, not the benefit of 
these minorities. They were able to 
make it seem like they were sincere, 
when in reality, it seems that they were 
just trying to strengthen white power. 
Why are white people not doing 
anything to help? The main issue is 
that many white people are either un­
aware or in denial . 
While Americans love to take 
pride in the few things that have been 
done to make the "melting pot" nation 
more cohesive and just, they fail to 
take responsibility for the far greater 
things that have been done to hurt mi­
norities. 
According to Tim Wise, there 
have been numerous polls asking white 
people if they think that racism is still a 
significant problem in today's society. 
The vast majority of these people say 
no, racism is not a problem anymore. 
The sad truth is that this assumption is 
incorrect, and it is our generation's re­
sponsibility to make a change. 
As young adults in college, what 
can we do to help? Unfortunately, 
many white college students have been 
raised to believe that racism is no lon­
ger an issue. 
With a campus comprised of 63 
percent white students and 78 percent 
white faculty at USD, it is important 
that this majority is well aware of the 
struggles that minorities face on and 
off campus. There are so many ways 
to become aware and get involved on 
campus. 
The Department of Ethnic Studies 
offers a wide range of classes devoted 
to the history, culture and traditions 
of minority groups. There are over 15 
student-run diversity clubs and sorori­
ties that sponsor campus-wide events 
to promote racial diversity and aware­
ness. One class or one event would be 
a positive step toward learning about 
the unknown struggles of minorities in 
our school and across the country. 
The USD mission statement 
claims that, "The University of San 
Diego prides itself on being a diverse 
and inclusive community. By bring­
ing together students from different 
cultural, religious and economic back­
grounds, USD helps foster a respectful 
and trusting environment." 
While this is may be true, there is 
always room for more improvement 
and changes for minorities. These 
changes start with the white major­
ity finally accepting and acknowledg­
ing the problem. As a nation, we have 
made commendable strides in improv­
ing racism and structural discrimina­
tion, but the battle is far from over. 
The only way that we can contin­
ue to fight racism and discrimination 
is by raising awareness and ultimately 
ending white denial. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
I 
OPINION 9 
You can keep up with The Vista 
online at theusdvista.com 
Sign up for the e-mail edition by 
clicking the link in top right corner 
of the page. 
Like our page on 
Facebook: The Vista 
Follow us on Twitter at ©USDVista 
mmwymsmm 
SWANSON PYRAMID OF GREATNESS 
EMAIL LAUREN FOR MORE INFO: 
LVUJOVICH@USDVISTA.COM 
i s/jinrj uii*aqou'i^ tnuzadi I Siiili 
mi 
Wti Hi 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 
The Vista strongly encourages letters 
to the editor from students, faculty, staff, 
administration and the community. 
Correspondence should be sent to 
twilson@usdvista.com with the subject line 
"Letter to the Editor." 
Submissions should be limited to 500 
words and must include verifiable contact 
information. Letter content is subject to 
editing for clarity and style. 
The Vista does not publish anonymous 
letters, those addressed to a third party or 
letters in poor taste. 
CZ The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
10 THE VISTA I THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2011 






By Lilly Stitt 
2011 is coming to a bittersweet 
close and there is one thing on every 
one's mind at this time of year- finals. 
For most Americans, the previous 
sentence would end with a resounding 
cheer of "Christmas time!" but for us 
poor college students, this time of 
year is none other than finals season. 
It is the moment we've all been 
dreading since our first lectures back 
in the final days of summer, and it is 
the pinnacle of the classes we have 
been taking all semester. Needless to 
say, endless papers, group projects 
and study guides are not what I think 
of when I picture Christmas cheer. 
However, Buddy the Elf and 
Father Christmas alike would not 
stand for a holiday season full of 
such pessimism. It is times like these 
when our professors seem to literally 
be crushing us with an endless cycle 
of schoolwork, that we need to truly 
remember the holiday spirit. 
Personally, ever since 
Thanksgiving break my time on 
campus has been a complete blurr. I 
have such a long "To Do" list I can 
hardly even fathom thinking about 
my "Christmas List." Despite my 
constant flurry of procrastination and 
the constant flow of incoming work 
piling up around me, the holiday 
season has managed to peak its way 
into my life and its with these little 
bursts of that warm, tingly holiday 
feeling that I manage to get through 
the week. 
We are blessed here at USD 
to walk into just about any given 
building on campus and no matter how 
stressed out we are, the scent of fresh 
evergreen fills the air and immediately 
the memories of Christmas mornings 
past come flooding back. I can 
honestly say that the holidays are the 
absolute best part about attending 
a Catholic university. At no other 
state school or even a non-religiously 
affiliated liberal arts school, would 
you be able to find a Christmas tree 
in every building. Even though 
Christmas is a cultural trend for most 
Americans these days more so than a 
religious celebration, it is considered 
politically incorrect to over represent 
symbols like the Christmas tree and 
leave out other winter Holidays like 
Kwanzaa and Hanukkah. Luckily, at 
this fine Catholic University we are 
free to celebrate as much Christmas 
as we want, and I certainly appreciate 
it this time of year. 
Even though the finals season 
seems to be caving in on us and time 
spent not studying is just simply 
reduced to time thinking about the 
fact that your not studying, it is 
important to take a step back and 
remember the words of Billy Mack, 
the has-been pop star featured in the 
film Love Actually, "Christmas is all 
around us." His words ring true this 
time of year and it is important to let 
your mind wander from your studies 
just long enough to soak up the magic 
of Christmas. 
With this being my last Christmas 
in San Diego, I have made it a 
personal goal to hit all of the Holiday 
favorites here in San Diego county. 
There may not be snow in So Cal, but 
there certainly is plenty of holiday 
celebration to go around. Item No. 1 
on the Christmas Bucket List- skating 
by the sea at the Hotel Del Coronado. 
I have been a figure skater all my 
life as well as a beach aficionado, so 
I can think of no more perfect way 
to ring in the holiday spirit than to 
combine the two at the outdoor ice 
rink overlooking the Pacific Ocean on 
Coronado Island. 
Other Christmas to-do's include 
seeing the Shamu Christmas show at 
Sea World, going to the San Diego 
Bay Parade of Lights extravaganza, 
enjoying the festive decorations at 
the Del Mar Racetrack's Drive-Thru 
Christmas Lights and picking up a 
Christmas tree from the local Pacific 
Beach Christmas tree lot. 
Before we know it, our finals 
will be over, the semester will be a 
distant memory, and our days spent 
stressing out over our Biology lab 
will have past and we will be back 
home with family and friends. For 
now, we are here struggling through 
the end of a long semester, but at least 
we can sleep well knowing that we 
are all blessed and privileged to live 
in a beautiful city, attend a wonderful 
university and are free to enjoy the 
magic of the holiday season. 
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'Tis the season for good music in San Diego 
Wrex the Halls offers two nights ofperformances by popular artists 
By Liz Allick 
With finals around the corner, 
music lovers can rest assured that 
there are still some great December 
concert options that will provide more 
than adequate study breaks. On Dec. 
10 and 11, 9IX Wrex the Halls will 
bring a wide range of artists to San 
Diego's Valley View Casino Center 
for a weekend of great music. Artists 
range from Death Cab for Cutie to 
Blink 182 and everything in between, 
which are sure to bring holiday cheer 
to all types of concert-goers. 
The Naked and Famous is one 
group sure to generate a large crowd 
Saturday night. The indie rock band 
from Auckland, New Zealand is only 
a few years old, but since releasing 
their first two EPs in 2008, the group 
has already gained a huge following. 
They are beginning to be discovered 
by major television networks, with 
songs making appearances on shows 
like "The Vampire Diaries" and 
"Gossip Girl," but with good reason. 
Between the composition talents of 
Thorn Powers and the lyrical genius 
and ferocious vocal power of Alisa 
Xayalith, songs like "Girls Like 
You" and "Punching in A Dream" 
have listeners craving more. With 
the additional talents of Aaron Short, 
David Beadle and Jesse Wood, the 
quintet brings a forceful energy to 
the stage. Sure to get the audience 
dancing, The Naked and Famous is 
just one of the bands to look forward 
to. 
Another highly-anticipated artist 
is Saturday's headliner Florence 
and the Machine, which has earned 
international praise for the bluesy 
talents of lead woman Florence 
Welch. As Welch said on Florence and 
the Machine's website, "I want my 
music to sound like throwing yourself 
out of a tree, or off a tall building, or 
as if you're being sucked down into 
the ocean and you can't breathe." 
Songs like "Dog Days are Over" 
from the acclaimed album "Lungs" 
illustrate the power Welch aims to 
deliver through her music. This will 
be a can't-miss performance. 
One very established artist who 
will also be taking the stage Saturday 
is Cage the Elephant. The band has 
gained commercial success since 
their debut in 2005, but had quite the 
interesting path on the way to reaching 
international fame. This band was a 
surprise from the beginning, when 
the Kentucky-bred group first came 
out with their raucous live shows 
and punk funk tunes made to get 
audiences moving. It was even more 
surprising when their initial real 
popularity was on the UK charts 
where they reached the No. 32 spot in 
2008. The next year though, the group 
was No. 3 on Billboard's Hot Modern 
Rock Tracks chart and have become 
favorites at festivals like Bonnaroo, 
Lollapalooza, Coachella, and South 
by Southwest where they have made 
repeated appearances. 
Lead man Matt Shultz's live 
performances have been described 
as a variety of metaphors including 
"a demented Bible Belt preacher" 
and "a Tasmanian devil whooping 
and jumping up and down like a 
frenzied gibbon," but all in an effort 
to articulate their "exhilarating, 100 
mph stuff." The band has not slowed 
down and continues to gain following, 
releasing a single this year, "Thank 
You, Happy Birthday," their third 
song to reach the number one spot on 
Billboard's Alternative songs chart. 
Cage the Elephant's performance at 
Wrex the Halls will definitely be a 
memorable live performance not to 
miss. 
Another group to catch is The 
Airborne Toxic Event. The L.A.-
based indie rock band has one of the 
most interesting band-rising stories-
Frontman Michael Jollett (vocals, 
guitar, and keyboard) was initially 
a writer and essayist, but started 
seriously writing songs after his 
mother was diagnosed with cancer 
arid he was diagnosed with a genetic 
autoimmune disease. Jollett's raw 
feelings not only come through in his 
lyrical talents, but his voice brings a 
deep emotion to stage. His music has 
a powerful uplifting tone to it, despite 
his story, and his songs all have 
unique elements, accompanied by a 
violin, cello, snare and guitars in all 
varieties. Their immeasurable talent 
can be seen in U2's Adam Clayton's 
proclamation that ATE's 2008 LP was 
one of his favorite finds, according to 
Rolling Stone Magazine. 
To top off this jam-packed 
weekend, there will be free shows 
before the event opens to anyone and 
everyone. Saturday, Le Blorr and The 
Nervous Wreckords will be playing 
and on Sunday, Set Your Goals, Fenix 
TX and New Found Glory will be 
performing prior to the main lineup. 
Sick of Copley? Try out a new study spot this year 
By Ally Goodman 
Resistance is futile; finals loom 
on the USD horizon in spite of all 
efforts to will them away. And like 
every year before, students promise 
to better prepare and even change 
Facebook passwords to eliminate the 
possibility of stalking procrastination. 
Now is the time to get serious with 
the study plan of attack, and to be 
better prepared, the campus has been 
scouted for the best of the best study 
spaces. Copley is a living nightmare 
by the time dead days roll around, 
so rejuvenate the mind and body for 
prime studying capabilities in one of 
the many different environments the 
beautiful USD campus has to offer. 
Soles Reading Room. This 
could be considered a miniature 
Harry Potter room. Long, wooden 
tables fill the room in the pristine, 
comforting atmosphere that only 
Mother Rosalie Hill Hall can offer. 
It sits right above Bert's, so a quick 
caffeine boost isn't far out of reach' for 
one's study endeavors. However, this 
is definitely a solo spot. A comfortable 
silence is the norm, so don't expect to 
accomplish any group work here. 
The Joan B. Kroc Institute for 
Peace and Justice Reflection Pool. 
Ask any USD student where the most 
beautiful spot on campus is, and they 
are likely to respond with, "behind 
the IPJ." Overlooking the bay, this 
is outdoor garden is a beautiful and 
calming getaway from main campus. 
Students can relax here in the warm 
weather only gifted to a place like San 
Diego in the month of December. Get 
a daily dose of vitamin D and grab 
a bench behind the IPJ to finish any 
necessary reading or reviewing. 
3rd floor SLP. This space 
is particularly enjoyable because 
students are free to take any open seat 
throughout the building floor. There 
are large conference tables to utilize 
when meetings are not in session 
or leisurely couches for laid-back 
reading. The large bay windows allow 
plenty of gorgeous San Diego sun to 
infiltrate the space. Another bonus: it 
is close to the Student Life Pavilion 
dining room and Tu Mercado for the 
best on-campus study break snacks. 
Olin Lounge. Although this area 
can get crowded, it is conveniently 
located right around the corner from 
the computer lab when one needs to 
print a new study guide ASAP. This 
area can be utilized for either group 
study sessions around the main table 
or individual work on the couches or 
lounge chairs. 
UC back patio. Out behind the 
University Center student lounge and 
One Stop Services is an open patio 
facing the Tecolote Canyon. The patio 
is a more secluded outdoor area, and 
less traffic passing by means fewer 
distractions. 
Camino/Founders courtyard. 
The courtyard is a refreshing, open 
space between the Camino and 
Founders dorms. All around the 
dorms, in fact, there are a bounty 
of hidden benches and grassy areas 
beckoning to the claustrophobic 
studier to set up camp. 
Vista Study Rooms. For on-
campus residents, these study rooms 
are a hidden gem. Don't live on 
campus? Have an on-campus friend 
grant access to this exclusive area. In 
each Vista dorm you can find a small 
library-style room filled with not only 
couches, but partitioned cubbies as 
well. This is a perfect substitute to the 
more structured library setting on a 
smaller scale. 
"It's like having your own 
personal library," sophomore and 
Vista resident Laurent Sisoian said. 
"They even have cubbies for solo 
work and tables for group work. It's 
my best kept study secret". 
Warren Hall. This is a great, 
serious study spot that isn't as 
intimidating as the law library itself. 
Similar to Mother Rosalie Hill Hall, 
Warren Hall is well furnished and 
cozy. 
"The high back chairs are 
comforting and the big, round table 
is great for group work, because 
teammates can face each other," 
Cullen Farrell, Warren Hall veteran, 
said. There is plenty of space to 
spread out between students, but at 
the same time, the setting still feels 
intimate. The coffee cart outside is a 
great resource for a snack or coffee 
break and won't have as long of lines 
as other dining services. 
Stake out a position to maintain 
throughout the week or hop around 
and mix it up between locations. 
With such a variety of study spots, 
the committed student is bound to 
succeed this finals season 
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The perfect soundtrack to your finals studies 
Bv McKenna Dnley 
To most Americans, December 
means the holiday season, but for 
us lucky college students December 
means it's finals season again. Though 
hours upon hours of endless studying 
can seem daunting. The Vista has 
provided the perfect soundtrack to 
bring some enjoyment to the bleak 
finals season. 
Each student has his or her 
own method of listening to music 
while studying. Some enjoy calm 
instrumental music or complete 
silence, while others prefer blasting 
songs in their ears to block out 
the world. Although listening to 
music while studying can be a huge 
distraction, it is the go-to study method 
for many students. When trying to 
memorize information like facts or 
numbers, listening to music is said to 
negatively affect studying. According 
to CNN, researchers at the University 
of Wales Institute in Cardiff found 
that participants performed worse 
while listening to music. However, 
when performing tasks that require 
continuous work, as in writing a paper 
or completing a long assignment that 
may require repetition, music is often 
the perfect tool to stay focused. The 
following songs cover a wide selection 
of genres, which will help those finals 
fly right by and get the good part of 
December here: the holiday season. 
"Ride" - Cary Brothers. This tune 
is the perfect recipe for a study song. 
It is heavy with echo, and the guitar 
and voice blend wonderfully. When 
the drumbeat picks up after the intro, 
it is almost as if it shifts the brain into 
"work mode." 
"My Only Swerving" - El Ten 
Eleven. This flawless instrumental 
track was mashed by Bearbot in 
the popular song that was floating 
around called "Stuntin' Like My Only 
Swerving." The instrumental by itself 
by El Ten Eleven is much better on its 
own, though. There is nothing like a 
great song without lyrics. This track 
could be on repeat and never get old. 
"Meet Virginia" - Train. The 
perfect nostalgic song for college 
students today who grew up in the 90s, 
this one will put a smile on anyone's 
face while studying. This song offers 
just the right amount of upbeat vocals 
to complement the smooth and 
relaxing beat. It is guaranted to keep 
the mind fresh and wash you over 
with that warm, tingly feeling. 
Cathy Nguyen/The Vista 
"Broken" - Helen Jane Long. 
For those studiers that like classical 
and melodious music without words, 
try listening to something that Helen 
Jane Long composed. The piano, harp 
and full orchestral sounds are relaxing 
melodic tones that will keep the 
mind at ease when crunching for the 
toughest of final exams without any 
distracting vochals. 
"3AM" - Matchbox Twenty. 
Another go-to '90s classic, "3AM" 
is purely a great song, and the title is 
spot-on for many students that usually 
stay up late in the night to cram for 
tests. Many students can find comfort 
in lead singer Rob Thomas' voice and 
familiarity to the tune. 
"Keep Your Head Up" - Andy 
Grammar. The title says it all. Keep 
that head up, because this song is so 
uplifting and studying only lasts for 
so long. It is very catchy, so make sure 
not to listen while memorizing facts 
or numbers, because this jingle will 
resonate in the brain all day. 
"Strings" - Young The Giant. 
One of many hits off Young The 
Giant's latest album, "Strings" fills 
speakers with an array of sounds. The 
harmonious vocals and fun beat make 
this a seamless study song. 
"The Surf" - Lotus. For the 
studier who is accustomed to a fast-
paced beat and enjoys a plethora of 
electric sounds passing through the 
brain, this melody is a toe-tapper. 
There are no words to distract a 
studier's mind, and accompanying the 
fast paced drumbeat is a soft rhythmic 
guitar chord to calm things down. 
Silver and Gold — City and 
Colour. If soft background music 
is needed, City and Colour is there. 
Play any of this band's albums and it 
will be very pleasing while still low-
key enough to keep students focused 
on their studies. The irregular and 
slowed strum pattern invites listeners 
to unwind while still getting their 
work done. 
"Young Blood" - The Naked and 
Famous. The main focus in this song 
is the beat. The vocals are more in the 
background and only complement the 
instrumental aspect. It is almost a soft 
pump-up song in a way, which should 
help keep listeners motivated during a 
long study session. 
Now push play and get to 
studying. It will all be over in no time. 
Fitz and theTantrums preform a phenominal live show. 
Photo Courtesy of Fitz and theTantrums 
Fitz and the Tantrums dazzles audience 
with captivating on-stage chemistry 
By Haley Earl Lynn 
A band that can jam is always 
appreciated by music lovers, but a band 
with something more is special. Many 
hands are able to captivate audiences 
with beautiful sound, but it is only a 
special band that can wow audiences 
with a truly moving live performance. 
Fitz and the Tantrums are generally 
known for sounding better live than on 
recorded songs. This is undoubtedly 
the truth, especially on the stage of the 
historic Balboa Theatre last week at 
KPRi's Holiday Soiree. 
There are a few unconventional 
traits which set this band apart from 
other similar bands that seem to be 
getting all the radio play. While Fitz and 
the Tantrums are not the only group out 
there to make music without a guitar, they 
are especially good at making guitar-less 
tracks into "big sounding music, which 
is not an easy task. Another popular 
band that prefers the sans-guitar sound 
is Keane. The similarities between these 
two bands come to a screeching halt 
at the missing guitar factor, however. 
The two groups sound nothing alike. 
Fitz relies on the saxophone to play the 
starring role on his tracks, which sets 
him apart from Keane and most other 
bands in the indie genre. Keane relies on 
the soft and soothing sound of the piano 
to set a much more mellow vibe. There 
is nothing mellow about Fitz or any of 
those Tantrums. 
Much like Justin Vernon of Bon 
Iver and Taylor Rice of Local Natives, 
Michael Fitzgerald chose to record 
his album at home. Having recently 
inherited an antique organ, Fitz felt that 
the music was flowing best at home. His 
new organ had inspired him. He knew 
home was where he could best capture 
the "soul of soul." What started for Fitz 
as "Songs for a Breakup, Part 1" quickly 
grew into a musical career. Adam 
Levine of Maroon 5 heard the EP and 
invited the band on his tour. From there, 
Fitz and the Tantrums continued to 
blossom. The band's first official album, 
"Pickin Up the Pieces," came out just a 
few months later in 2010 and pushed the 
band past a polite pop group. The new 
songs covered more than just broken 
hearts and the woes of love. Political 
jams were mixed in with love, or rather 
loveless, ballads. The most popular 
track, "MoneyGrabber," takes a stab at 
gold-diggers, and "Dear Mr. President" 
calls out for change among the restless 
people. 
Focusing, solely on Michael 
Fitzgerald would do injustice to the 
entirety of the band and their ability to 
rock a live show. Noelle Skaggs is the 
main reason Fitz and the Tantrums are 
even better live than on the radio. Skaggs 
is full of sass and sparkle. Her dynamic 
personality keeps Michael Fitzgerald 
in check. Their on-stage chemistry is 
best compared to Ike and Tina Turner, 
before the drug-induced downfall, of 
course. While Skaggs and Fitz are not 
off-stage lovers, their affection and 
visible chemistry on stage is captivating. 
The energy builds with each interaction 
between the two. 
In fact, some audience members 
were compelled to Google the band 
on their smartphones to investigate if 
Skaggs and Fitz were in fact an item. 
To the fans' dismay, the relationship 
remains on the stage. Fortunately, the 
energy transferred fluidly from the stage 
to the band's first full-length album. 
"Pickin Up the Pieces" gained instant 
radio play and is still building buzz 
among the indie community. 
Touring with Maroon 5 opened 
the doors for Fitz and the Tantrums, 
but ultimately it has been the unique 
stage presence and the soulful tunes that 
have kept the band going strong. With a 
new album in the works now, much is 
expected of Fitz and Skaggs in the next 
year. If the album turns out anything like 
the band sounds on stage, there is no 




Bv Nate Martins 
Rubicon is not your ordinary 
deli. Its humble beginnings dig roots 
on the snow-kissed shores of West 
Lake Tahoe, where Cheri Corsiglia 
started Rubicon in 1993. After 15 
successful years in Tahoe, Corsiglia 
teamed up with her son Evan in 2008 
to branch the brand outward, looking 
to plant their feet in Reno, Nevada. 
Evan seemed to have a knack for 
the restaurant industry. In 2009, he 
partnered with San Diego residents 
Antonio Carasali and Oliver Lang in 
bringing Rubicon to Mission Beach, 
and boy, were they right on that one. 
Rubicon's lineup of sandwiches 
makes La Paloma look like child's 
play. Not only are these sandwiches 
the size of lawn gnomes, but the 
ingredients are top-notch without 
being mundane. It is difficult for delis 
everywhere to remain original while 
being grounded in the traditionalist 
sandwich culture. Rubicon is able to 
think outside the bread by revamping 
the ingredients we all know and love. 
Let's begin with the bread. 
Everyone knows, the start to a good 
sandwich is a solid foundation; 
a hodgepodge of fixings cannot 
go anywhere unless it's given the 
appropriate bedding. Rubicon boasts 
a mighty bread offering of white, 
wheat, pesto, jalapeno jack, garlic and 
bleu cheese. The meats and cheeses 
remain classic, as they should, because 
who wants to bite into something 
unfamiliar in the body of a sandwich? 
The quality of these products should 
not go unnoticed, however, because 
a truly great sandwich couples 
superior and innovative ingredients. 
The spreads rejuvenate the standard 
mustard and mayonnaise. The 
mustards are what really go above 
and beyond your typical yellow 
French's. Napa Valley mustards like 
honey hot and sweet, green chili and 
garlic, herbs of the valley, habanero 
and Inglehoffer cranberry mustard 
offer sandwich enthusiasts a variety 
of choices to spice up their sandy. 
Both pesto and chipotle mayos can 
be added to the sandwich for 50 cents 
more. 
Rubicon offers a slew of pre-
made sandwiches as well, for those 
a little less creative. Ranging from 
the Whales Veg to the Dom Pastram, 
these sandwiches make the decision 
of ordering extremely difficult. The 
Spicy Tuna revamps your typical 
chicken of the sea, while The Stallion 
offers a taste of Italy in Mission Beach, 
only better. The Grilled Cheese Delux 
marries four different dheeses on your 
choice of bread for a luscious, almost 
sensual eating experience. 
The location of Rubicon couldn't 
be more prime. North Mission beach 
is home to a number of USD students 
who frequent this locale. 
"Rubicon has the best 
sandwiches," USD junior Ducote 
Contreras said. "It's the only place 
me and my roommates go if we're 
looking for a great meal at a decent 
price." 
Inside, patrons seem to travel back 
in time. There are photos on the wall 
of Mission and Pacific Beaches from 
the '50s which are fun for residents 
to gawk at while trying to unhinge 
their jaws to fit their whole sandwich 
inside. There are a few tables outside, 
which are pleasant for those oh-so-
typically beautiful San Diego days. If 
you've got a dog, park your caboose 
outside so women walking by will 
come and pet your pooch. It works 
every time. 
If there is one aspect of Rubicon 
Deli that is less than stellar, it's the 
service. Employees seem to possess 
a haughty, holier-than-thou attitude 
that is very off-putting as a customer. 
It's easy for Rubicon to be lax on the 
service with such great sandwiches, 
because they know customers will 
come back for seconds no matter 
what. It's kind of like the prettiest 
girl in high school who was able to 
get nerds to do her homework. But 
putting up with the service isn't bad 
for what you're getting, especially at 
a reasonable price. 
Whole sandwiches are just 
under $10 and could feed a small 
army. If you're not in the mood to 
act on man-law (the law that states 
you must finish everything on your 
plate no matter how full you are), a 
half will suffice. Even the half-and-
half, split of sandwich and salad, is 
a nice change every once in a little 
while. Rubicon even tosses in a small, 
handmade cookie with every order. 
If that doesn't make their customers 
smile, nothing will. 
Hats off, Rubicon. Thank you 
for giving Mission Beach residents 
and visitors alike a new-age deli with 
undeniable swagger. 
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Water for People brings clean water to third-world countries. 
USD Global Teams course helps 
bring clean water to children 
By Allie Bright 
As college students at USD, we 
are all privileged enough to have ac­
cess to clean water. Access to clean 
water is something we rarely even 
think about and is a gift we take for 
granted, however there are many peo­
ple across the globe that are not as for­
tunate as we are to have clean water 
to drink. 
This past week and in weeks to 
come, Communication professor Le-
eva Chung's Global Teams course 
has attempted to help save the lives 
of children by raising money for an 
organization called Water for People. 
Dr. Chung, in congruence with USD 
alumnus Daniel Jaimes, has estab­
lished this charitable motive to raise 
awareness and to give back to the glob­
al community. The project consists of 
creating "buzz" around campus and 
helping students to raise awareness 
of our global community by creating 
a public service announcement video 
and launching a fundraising campaign 
to raise money to fuel the cause. 
"In many of our classes, we learn 
about other companies' historic mis­
takes," Jaimes said. "Dr. Chung's ec­
centric and hands-on projects allow 
students to participate in their own 
trial-and-error process. This offers 
them the ability to analyze what was 
successful and what could have been 
done better." 
This class challenges the students 
at USD to take action in making a dif­
ference. 
While there are plenty of differ­
ent organizations to contribute to and 
ways to make a difference, there was 
special reasoning behind the selection 
of Water For People. 
"Water is an essential element 
any human being needs in order to 
live," Jaimes said. "Water politics 
vary in each country and it was im­
portant for Dr. Chung and I to pick a 
non-profit group that reached an inter­
national audience." 
Water For People is a global non­
profit in support of long-lasting ac­
cess to water and sanitation all over 
the globe. Water For People has a 
group of volunteers from World Water 
Corps that work in countries around 
the world to improve the standard of 
living of underprivileged individuals. 
Water For People currently gives 
aid to 11 different countries around 
the world: Honduras, Guatemala, Ni­
caragua, the Dominican Republic, Bo­
livia, Peru, Ecuador, Malawi, Rwan­
da, Uganda and India. Their mission 
statement reads, "We're on a mission. 
We work with people and partners to 
develop innovative and long-lasting 
solutions to the water, sanitation, and 
hygiene problems in the developing 
world. We strive to continually im­
prove, to experiment with promising 
new ideas, and to leverage resources 
to multiply our impact." 
According to onedifference. 
org, almost 1 billion people are liv­
ing without access to safe water sup­
plies, and millions walk miles every 
day simply to retrieve a small amount 
of clean water. Populations in devel­
oping countries suffer greatly due to 
the sheer lack of sanitation systems 
that we take for granted in the United 
States. It is important for those who 
take such systems for granted to un­
derstand these people's struggles and 
work toward making a difference in 
their communities. In doing so, hope­
fully this basic need for clean water 
can become a reality for children all 
around the globe, giving them an op­
portunity for a healthy and safe future. 
More than 4,500 children die ev­
ery day from diseases caused by wa­
ter borne illnesses and lack of clean 
water and sanitation, according to ni-
kiwater.org. USD is working to help 
save those lives and make a difference 
through this Global Teams course. By 
creating these fundraising events, stu­
dents have the opportunity to combat 
a problem that has no simple solution. 
Every dollar donated can make an im­
pact in each child's life that is strug­
gling from the lack of clean water. 
"We do projects like this every 
semester because life after college is 
about selling yourself and your prod­
uct or service," Jaimes said. "This 
project enables students to stop study­
ing and hearing about theories or case 
studies. Instead, students begin apply­
ing them now, giving them the edge 
and experience they need to build 
their resume and work experience for 
the real world." 
To accomplish the task at hand, 
Dr. Chung's class has set up a number 
of on campus fundraising events. The 
events started this past week and will 
run during dead hours through Dec 8. 
All students are encouraged to stop by 
and make any difference that they can 
to this fundraising event. 
By Courtney Ochi 
As finals approach and stress levels 
rise, weekends are being more consumed 
by homework and studying than the 
typical Mission Beach scene. However, 
students looking for a relaxing study 
break can take advantage of the many 
offerings at Seaport Village. 
Located south of campus in 
downtown San Diego, Seaport Village is 
a quaint area nestled right next to the San 
Diego Bay. Seaport Village has a little 
something for everyone. The village 
area is comprised of a wide assortment 
of shops and eateries with items fit to 
please anyone's taste. The majority of 
the shops are filled with unique trinkets 
and items not commonly found in chain 
stores, making it the perfect place to 
pick up unique Christmas gifts. For 
example, Hot Licks is a store filled with 
different types of hot sauces. The store 
is literally swimming in the uniquely 
designed hot sauce bottles that cover the 
walls. There is also a store called Apple 
Box, filled with toys entirely made 
from wood. These battery-less toys are 
unique, especially compared to toys 
commonly found at superstores, and 
are sure to bring you back to Gipetto's 
workshop from the days of Pinocchio. 
USD Accounting Professor Mark 
Judd even owns a store in Seaport 
Village. His store, The Mugger, is 
filled floor to ceiling with all sorts of 
mugs. There are mugs for athletes, dog 
lovers, cartoon fanatics and even China 
collectors. Many of his students hear 
about his store through the study of its 
successful products in class. As a token 
of his appreciation, he even offers a 
discount for USD students. 
The different stores that comprise 
Seaport Village make for a unique and 
enjoyable shopping experience. The 
interesting items provide fun things 
to gawk at while strolling around the 
beautiful marina, but for those looking 
to chow down, there are also many 
delicious eateries. 
For college students on a budget, 
there is an area in the center of the village 
with many casual dining restaurants. 
They serve everything from pizza and 
burgers to Greek gyros and falafels. 
All the food can either be eaten in the 
restaurants or on waterfront patios. 
There are also four other sit down 
restaurants spread through out the 
village. At the San Diego Pier Cafe 
nearest to the West Plaza, patrons dine 
in a New England-style restaurant 
that is situated above the water. The 
restaurant is stilted over the water and 
is especially beautiful at sunset. The 
romantic location makes it a favorite for 
an evening out. 
Besides the shops and restaurants, 
Seaport Village is also a harbor for live 
entertainment. They have performances 
featuring many local musicians that 
play during the afternoon and evening 
in the food court area. A list of these 
performances can be found on their 
website. 
Upstart Crow Trading & Bookstore 
also hosts local musicians every 
Saturday from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. There is 
no cover charge. Listeners can just drop 
in, browse their large selection of books 
and listen to the music. There is also 
have a coffee shop in the middle of the 
store with various pastries and sweets. 
However, if you are looking for 
something to get you into the Christmas 
mood, Seaport Village will be hosting 
two holiday events for the San Diego 
Bay Parade of Lights. On Sunday, Dec. 
11 and Sunday, Dec.. 18, the parade will 
float through the water surrounding the 
village. This year's parade theme is 
"The Sounds of Christmas." Over 100 
boats will float through the area covered 
in lights and decorations. Many of them 
will have crowd-engaging features to 
include spectators. Each boat will also 
be judged as it passes through the bay. 
Fireworks will kick start the event at 
5:30 p.m. 
Although finals may have many 
students stressed, Seaport Village can 
provide the relaxing break that everyone 
needs and deserves. With its large array 
of shops and eateries, it is a nice place to 
bring friends to walk around and relax 
after a long day of work. 
Photos Courtesy of Seaport Village 
Above: Take a stroll through the lovely SeaportVillage 
BelowiThe San Diego Pier Cafe sits above the water. 
FM 94/9's Holiday Hootenanny rocks USD's campus 
USD hosts My Morning Jacket, Matt & Kim, Two Door Cinema Club and Delta Spirit 
By Matt Hose 
94/9FM's annual Holiday 
Hootenanny was hosted for the first 
time ever on USD's campus this 
past Saturday night. The concert 
transformed the JCP and the 
surrounding courtyard for a night 
of musical entertainment. For one 
night only, the JCP was unlike it has 
ever been before as students and San 
Diegans alike flooded the arena for a 
night of great music. 
Outside, viewers enjoyed the cool 
Saturday night as bands from the San 
Diego area showcased their talents 
on stage. Vendors from around the 
city sold hot dogs, chicken shwarma, 
funnel cakes and other local foods to 
eager fans. 
Inside the JCP, the atmosphere 
was completely altered from its usual 
game day setup. Instead of packing 
the stands to watch the entertainment 
on the floor, Hootenanny attendees 
flooded the floor of the stadium in 
order to hear five hours of nonstop 
music. 
Delta Spirit took the stage first. 
The Long Beach native quintet 
blended a hard-hitting sound, heavy 
with guitar effects, with indie-pop 
vocals to create a very unique sound. 
Their use of trash can lids, multiple 
drum sets and eerie organ effects set 
this band apart from the rest. Delta 
Spirit had a knack for keeping the 
crowd on their toes, often playing 
songs that started with echoing guitars 
and subdued vocals and built into raw 
distorted rock. 
Delta Spirit primed the eager 
crowd for the wild antics of Matt & 
Kim. The musical pair entered the 
stage with an aura of confidence. 
Kim commanded the audience to 
dance as she jumped on top of her 
drum, changed wardrobe on stage 
and danced while crowd surfing 
across the fans' fingertips. But their 
confidence thankfully didn't lead to 
an air of superiority. They know and 
embrace what they are, and that is a 
fun, youthful, easy-to-digest pop duo 
that makes audiences feel like they 
can relate to them. 
A far cry from their hit video 
"Cameras," which features the duo 
smashing one another's faces with 
guitars, cymbals and bass drums, the 
stage chemistry of Matt & Kim is 
evident from the beginning. Matt, the 
soft-faced, lovable and high-pitched 
keyboard player and singer was the 
foil to the wild antics of Kim, who 
drops more F-Bombs per sentence 
than a Quentin Tarantino movie. 
Matt & Kim thrived off the energy 
of the audience. As the crowd chanted, 
"We sing along, but the notes are 
wrong/We sing along, through night 
and dawn," Matt & Kim's mission 
became apparent: They don't care if 
you know their songs or if their music 
changes your life. They just care that 
you dance, let loose and enjoy the 
moment. The JCP, being a college 
venue, seemed to be the perfect place 
for this message. 
Next up was Two Door Cinema 
Club. The Irish trio decided to make 
USD one of their four stops in North 
America this winter, enjoying the mild 
San Diego weather before bundling 
up on the road to Kansas City. 
Boasting an energy that sounds 
like a combination of Neon Trees, 
Modest Mouse and Foster The People, 
TDCC has a broad enough diversity in 
their repertoire to make any indie-fan 
dance. And that they did, as old fans 
sang the words to Euro-chart-topping 
hits such as "What You Know" 
and "Something Good Can Work," 
and new fans nodded their heads in 
rhythmic approval. 
With the light-hearted pop 
concluded, the members of My 
Morning Jacket, the biggest 
alternative rock band to hit the festival 
scene since Wilco, emerged in silence 
onto a darkened stage. 
Front man Jim James, an advocate 
of Zen meditation, appeared pensive 
as he awaited the groove to take him 
into what he calls another dimension 
of music. 
"When things are good, they 
don't really exist," James said in an 
interview with The David Lynch 
Foundation. "I close my eyes, I strike 
a chord and it all turns into noise. Then 
I open my eyes and three hours have 
passed." An adequate description, 
as spacey grooves and soft vocals in 
songs such as "Dodante" entranced 
the audience for the full two hours 
they took the stage. 
"For me, it was My Morning 
Jacket that made the night—the 
connection of the whole crowd, being 
a part of this movement, supporting 
their music and knowing that we 
were sharing a night that we will 
never experience again —that was 
the best part," USD freshman Emily 
Greenstein said. 
But the fun did not stop with the 
end of the music. After the show, a 
local folk band entertained those with 
still too much adrenaline pumping to 
call it a night. 
When all was said and done, the 
festival-goers parted ways. But for 
those who attended, there exists a 
mutual understanding that everyone 
there was a part of a night unlike any 
other. 
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Nonprofit organization Street of Dreams pairs with USD 
By Mackenzie Gilchrist 
The USD community has recently 
been infiltrated by a vivacious and 
talented singer/songwriter by the 
name of Teresa Gunn, and she has 
some big plans for us. Along with 
writing, performing and producing 
music for the last 30 years, Teresa 
founded a program called Street of 
Dreams. SOD is an organization with 
the mission "to be a light in the dark 
regions of the juvenile justice system 
by providing a college bridge program 
for youth who are at the highest risk 
of going to prison due to generational 
effects of drug addiction, alcoholism 
and poverty." This program currently 
has a 100 percent success rate, and 
with the help of student groups 
from the USD Communication and 
Marketing departments, Teresa hopes 
to take her efforts helping these 
young people to the next level. Vista 
staff writer Mackenzie Gilchrist 
recently talked with Teresa about her 
background as an artist, her work with 
Street of Dreams and her plans for 
collaboration with USD. 
Mackenzie Gilchrist: Well, 
I think we should start with your 
favorite way to start all conversations. 
What is your name, your challenge 
and your dream? 
Teresa Gunn: My name is Teresa 
Gunn. My challenge is to make Street 
of Dreams self-supportive through the 
sale of a product, and my dream is to 
make Street of Dreams self-supportive 
through the sale of a product. 
Gilchrist: Can you tell me a 
little bit about your background in 
music and how you got started in the 
business? 
Gunn: Well, I was one of those 
people in high school that really 
didn't like school. I wanted to quit 
studying, join a rock 'n' roll band 
and just travel around. I actually did 
graduate high school, but as soon as I 
could I went up to L.A. and joined up 
with a band. We traveled extensively 
and ended up on the East Coast. I 
stayed with my original band and 
actually made a pretty big name for 
myself in the Baltimore/Washington, 
D.C. area. I was a two time nominee 
for the "Best Original Female Rock 
'n' Roll Singer" in Washington, D.C. 
I did that for a very long time, and 1 
really enjoyed it. 
Gilchrist: One unique thing 
about your music that I really love 
is that although you talk about some 
really powerful things, your lyrics are 
also really funny and entertaining. 
Is this an intentional effect, or just 
something that comes from your 
personality? 
Gunn: Was there something in 
particular that stuck out to you that 
you liked? 
Gilchrist: I think my favorite 
was the song "Cherry Lime Ricky" 
when you talk about the little blonde 
kid and you say... 
Gunn: (Laughs) "He was 12 and I 
was 27. It was the perfect combination 
of adolescence and experience." Yeah, 
I mean, it's fun for me. I love being a 
musician, and especially the musician 
that I am, because not only do I get to 
use my talent as a song writer and a 
performer, but it gives me a political 
platform. I can have an alter ego. I 
can say things that I really want to 
say, but you're never supposed to say 
the'm. Normally you'll get in trouble 
or people will think you're rude, 
but as a song writer I can just say 
whatever I want. And I do like being 
funny. I mean honestly, who doesn't 
sometimes see a really cute surfer boy 
skating down the sidewalk and think, 
"God, is he cute!"? If you say that to 
people, they will look at you and say, 
"Are you kidding? You're old enough 
to be his mother!" But in a song you 
can say it, and it is really fun. 
Gilchrist: Do have a particular 
place of inspiration for your music? 
Gunn: Mostofmy songsoriginally 
really came from my background. 
I've recently been reading a lot of Pat 
Conroy, and for anyone who likes to 
read novels, he is great. Pat Conroy 
says that the best thing that can ever 
happen to an artist is to come from a 
highly dysfunctional family. And I do, 
so I have a wealth of creative stories 
to draw from. My music comes from 
my own background, and since I have 
been doing Street of Dreams a lot of 
the songs are inspired by the kids' 
backgrounds as well. 
Gilchrist: Speaking of the kids, I 
also listened to a lot of your student 
work, and I noticed that the style 
is significantly different from your 
music. The student work is mostly 
spoken word over instrumental 
background. Is there a different 
creative process that you go through 
with the kids than you do with your 
own music? 
Gunn: Actually, there isn't at 
all. You know, I am a self-taught 
musician. I don't read music, I don't 
play a musical instrument, and yet I 
can write and produce songs. It was 
not until I started work with Street 
of Dreams that I thought about it and 
realized that this is a gift. I can come 
up with melodies in my head, work 
with people and have them transpose 
that into parts of my songs. When I 
started working in the court schools I 
had to think about how I write a song 
and how I can teach these students to 
do that. 
The first thing I realized is that 
we would have to break it down to the 
lowest common denominator, which 
is spoken word—people just speaking 
from their hearts and everybody gets 
to shine. 
Gilchrist: You have told me 
many times that you were never 
meant to be in the position that you're 
in with Street of Dreams. You say 
that you never intended to be a "do-
gooder," but you're passionate about 
this project, and that is because you 
believe art and music have the power 
to change lives. Can you explain what 
you mean by that? 
Gunn: Well, I'm glad that you 
asked that, because yes, I am the last 
person that should ever be doing this. I 
was just invited to teach a songwriting 
workshop for a homeless school. I 
don't know why the called me, I don't 
know how they got my number and I 
don't know why I accepted. It makes 
you think that there may be powers 
greater than ourselves at work here. 
But I did go to the homeless school, 
and I was just so taken by the students. 
I fell in love, not only with them as 
individuals but also with their honesty, 
their desire and their hunger to have 
a voice. I realized that whatever I'm 
doing as a musician is going to have 
to be secondary to what we need to 
be doing as a community to create a 
new type of education where we can 
utilize partners here at USD, at San 
Diego City College, private citizens 
and then our students who come from 
the lowest rung on the social ladder. 
We have the highest prison population 
we have ever had in the history of the 
country. 
The students that we work with 
are at the highest risk of going to 
prison, and our society has abandoned 
these types of people. What we can 
do with music is give the children a 
platform and a voice. What we can 
do with the audience is integrate the 
greater, more affluent community 
with our students. We have to begin to 
mix people socially and educationally, 
and the way that we plan to do this 
is through creative community 
collaboration. 
Gilchrist:lt sounds like you have 
some great plans for your project. 
How does USD fit into all of this? 
Gunn: Well what I want-to tell 
everybody is that with no money or 
experience, what we have created 
through these collaborative initiatives 
is a 100 percent success rate with our 
students. We have a leadership class 
of teen mothers who all come from 
homelessness, incarceration and foster 
care, and we have a 100 percent success 
rate. 100 percent of these women 
complete our program, graduate from 
high school and enter college. This 
is all while toting their little babies 
along. Now, if we've achieved this 
with nothing but common sense, 
elbow grease and creativity, think 
what we can do as a collaborative 
effort. We have done all we can do 
up to this point with our program. It 
is functioning and successful, but we 
want to take it to the next step. Street 
of Dreams consists of a staff of 20 
musicians, film-makers and artists, 
but we are now creating a record 
label, and that is where USD comes 
in. We hope to be formally adopted 
by the USD marketing program and 
to become self-supportive through 
the sale of a product. What is our 
product? Original songs. We have a 
big idea, we want to gain 1.5 million 
downloads of this new song we are 
just releasing, "Statue of Liberty." 
But we need a marketing team to do 
this, and what better place to start 
than the USD Marketing Department? 
Next year, we even hope to offer five 
paid internships for students who want 
to work in the music industry. That's 
my story and I'm sticking to it! 
Teresa will be performing for free 
at Aromas this coming Thursday, Dec. 
8 as a part of her effort to encourage 
downloads of her new song "Statue of 
Liberty." Be sure to come see her and 
tell all of your friends to join! For only 
99 cents, you can help this remarkable 
woman reach her goal and change the 
lives of young women who were never 
given a fair chance. 
Dec. 10-11: Dec. 11 & 18: Dec. 12: Dec. 13: Dec. 14: 
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Griffin III: 
more than a 
quarterback 
By Tyler Wilson 
My grandma, a Baylor University 
alum, is 83 years old. She is and has 
been a diehard Baylor football fan for 
her entire life. I have watched many 
Baylor football games with her and have 
witnessed her frustration firsthand with 
the previously moribund football pro­
gram. But this past weekend when I was 
watching Baylor dismantle the Univer­
sity of Texas with her, I saw something 
I have never seen from my grandma be­
fore: satisfaction with Baylor football. 
While Baylor's competitiveness in 
most sports has been evident, the foot­
ball team's ability to compete in the Big 
12 Conference has been nonexistent. 
That is, until Robert Griffin III showed 
up. 
Griffin III, also known as "RG3," 
has not only changed the way people 
look at the Baylor football program, 
but has been one of the few positive as­
pects in college football during a time 
of extreme negativity within the sport. 
Amidst illegal recruiting scandals, ille­
gal benefits taken, the Penn State sexual 
abuse case and the obviously money-
hungry BCS, Griffin III has captured 
headlines all over the country as the 
Heisman frontrunner. But he has also 
turned heads with his academic record. 
He earned a degree in Political Science 
in three years and is currently attend­
ing Baylor's Communication graduate 
school. He also has plans to eventually 
attend law school, that is, after his po­
tentially successful career in the NFL. 
Griffin III is not the prototypical 
football star. He is extremely articulate 
and displays maturity on and off the 
football field. With arguably the most 
prolific stats in the country, he still re­
frains from inappropriate celebrations 
after big plays and touchdowns. Instead, 
he subtly takes a knee and points to the 
sky and/or celebrates with his team­
mates. He is not only the poster child 
for Baylor, but he is the poster child for 
all of college football. 
Griffin III has taken Waco, Texas 
by storm. His leadership has led Bay­
lor football to heights only seen once 
or twice before in the program's his­
tory. Baylor has not had nine wins since 
1986, until this year with Griffin III 
under center. Baylor is not supposed to 
be this good. They are not supposed to 
have the Heisman frontrunner on the 
team. The highest anybody from Baylor 
has ever finished in the Heisman Trophy 
race is fourth, and that was in 1961. But 
this year Griffin III is a definite lock to 
surpass fourth place and make Baylor 
football history. 
Whether or not he wins the Heis­
man, he has a decision to make: whether 
he wants to stay in Waco one more year 
or head to the NFL. Griffin III has re­
peatedly shown his maturity and poise 
when asked constantly whether he is go­
ing to go pro. He has specifically stated 
it is not about the money. And for him, it 
doesn't have to be about the money be­
cause he has the smarts to back it up. It 
doesn't make a difference whether he is 
the next Ryan Leaf or Randall Cunning­
ham, because law school is his back-up 
plan. 
Griffin III is a true student-athlete. 
He is what every NCAA athlete in the 
country should strive to be. I'm sure 
there are a number of people out there 
who have succeeded in both athlet­
ics and academics like Griffin III. But 
we rarely see them in the most popular 
sports such as football and basketball. 
This is why Griffin III is such a 
unique individual. Amidst all of the 
hype generated by today's media over 
sports, he has stayed humble and true to 
his beginnings. Recruited by programs 
such as the University of Houston, the 
University of Nebraska, the University 
of Kansas, the University of Oregon, 
Stanford University and the University 
of Tennessee, Griffin III chose Baylor 
because he wanted to stick with Art 
Briles, Baylor's head coach and the for­
mer head coach at Houston. Griffin III 
originally committed to Houston with 
Briles. But when Briles decided to take 
the same job at Baylor, Griffin III fol­
lowed because he knew Briles would 
keep him at quarterback and not make 
him into a wide receiver like every other 
school wanted him to be. 
So just as my grandma has been 
loyal to Baylor football throughout her 
entire life. Griffin III has also been loyal 
to himself and his abilities. The Heis­
man Trophy is awarded this Saturday 
night, but no matter the outcome, Grif­
fin III has already made his imprint on 
my grandma, Baylor and college foot­
ball. 
Photo by Anne Brady 
Freshman shooting guard Johnny Dee passes the ball after drawing two defenders in a game against Montana, which theToreros lost on Nov. 20. 
Men's basketball  loses tit le game in New Orleans 
By Dominique Conners 
The Toreros are off to a good start 
(4-3) with senior Darian Norris and 
freshman Johnny Dee leading the way. 
Over Thanksgiving break while many 
students got to go home and relax with 
family, the men's basketball team was 
hard at work in the Hoops for Hopes 
Classic in Fogelman Arena in New Or­
leans, La. 
Ken Rancifer and Chris Manresa 
led the Toreros, as they gave the Univer­
sity of New Orleans the first lost of the 
tournament and moved to the semifinals 
against Alcorn State University. Ranci­
fer shot 50 percent from the field and 
grabbed a team-high 11 rebounds, while 
Manresa had an impressive night as well 
with 10 points and 10 rebounds. With 14 
early turnovers, the Toreros were able to 
go into halftime tied at 29 apiece. From 
there both teams would go score for 
score until the Toreros went on a 9-2 run 
late in the second half. "It was a whole 
team effort to pull away with the win," 
Norris said. 
The second game was a battle as the 
men's team got away with a 66-65 win 
over Alcom State. Three of five Tore­
ros starters finished with double figures 
in scoring; the Toreros were led by an 
18-point effort from Dee. By halftime 
the Toreros had a lead of nine points. 
But Alcorn State wasn't going to give up 
as they came out with their own 10-2 run 
to start the second half. For the rest of 
the game the score went back and forth, 
and it came down to Norris doing what 
he does best. With time running low, 
Norris made a quick move to the basket 
and scored, 
"Our actual primary play broke 
down, so as the point guard, I knew 1 
needed to make something happen," 
Norris said. "When I put up that final 
shot. I thought it was going in." 
And it did. 
But the game wasn't over then, 
with great defense, Alcorn State's last 
attempt to score was denied by Chris 
Manresa and the Toreros won, placing 
themselves a step closer to becoming 
tournament champions, but they would 
have to face Tulane Univesity Green 
Wave for the title. 
The championship game was set for 
the 2011 Hoops for Hope classic, and 
what better spot to play than in the New 
Orleans Arena which is a host spot for 
the New Orleans Hornets. It was a tough 
fight before the Green Wave came away 
with the 65-46 victory over the Toreros. 
The Toreros were led once again by 
Norris with 13 points and Dee with 10 
points. It was a tough game as the men 
struggled to keep the Green Wave off of 
the boards, as they were out rebounded 
both offensively and defensively. 
The Toreros took the trip to New 
Orleans wanting to represent West Coast 
Conference basketball and to win it all. 
They came up one game short but not 
before two members of the Toreros team 
took home all-tournament awards. Both 
Norris and Dee were acknowledged for 
their great efforts during the Hoops for 
Hope Classic. 
As a senior guard, Norris has been 
pleased with how the team is coming 
together, "We're young," he said. "Ma­
turity will come for the young ones, and 
a trip like this will help for conference 
play. Also, our older guards are finding 
their rhythm and we are working hard 
together". 
The Toreros returned to the West 
Coast this past Saturday when they 
played the UC Irvine Anteaters in Irvine. 
USD lost 99-79 in a very high scoring 
affair. Freshman Christopher Ander­
son led the way for the Toreros with 14 
points off the bench. 
Photos by Anne Brady 
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LEFT: Senior defender Natalie Garcia hoists theWCC championship trophy after a win against Santa Clara at the end of the regular season. RIGHT: Senior striker Stephanie Ochs 
fights for the ball against a Santa Clara defender in a game played on Nov. 4. 
Women's soccer reaches bitter end in Sweet 16 
Long Beach State halts team coming off two PK wins 
By Victor Sanchez 
Despite being the better team at 
UCLA's Drake stadium, the fairy tale 
story of the University of San Diego's 
women's soccer team this year unfor­
tunately saw the end of the 2011 sea­
son. On a cold, rain-drenched field, the 
Toreros watched the clock tick its fi­
nal second, signaling that Long Beach 
State University would win with a final 
score of 1-0 and head on to the Elite 8 
of the NCAA Tournament. 
Losing a game in any situation is 
never pleasant to any athlete. None­
theless, USD's soccer team should all 
have their heads held high due to the 
fact that they all contributed to the pro­
gram's most successful season ever. 
While USD encountered several 
hurdles throughout their 2011 season 
that might have resulted in less then 
a 100 percent effort for many other 
teams, the Toreros surpassed all of 
By Scott Brace 
The University of San Diego 
women's volleyball season ended 
somewhat prematurely this weekend 
as the team suffered a tough 3-1 loss 
to UCLA in the second round of the 
NCAA tournament. 
The Toreros traveled to Los An­
geles with high hopes of adding fur­
ther accolades to the banners raised in 
the JCP. And their chances of mount­
ing a deep tournament run looked all 
the more promising as they also boast­
ed the best record of the four teams 
competing at UCLA's John Wooden 
Center. 
First up for USD was the Long 
Beach State 49ers in a repeat of last 
years opening round. The Toreros ran 
away with that contest, defeating the 
49ers 3-0 in convincing fashion and 
extending their win streak against 
them to seven games. This matchup 
however would look much tighter on 
paper as it was to be the only match 
in the opening round that pitted two 
ranked teams against one another. San 
Diego came into the match ranked 
at No. 20, while Long Beach were 
ranked No. 23. 
As expected, the first set was a 
close affair throughout, with both 
teams keen to feel one another out 
and not make any big mistakes. Trail­
ing 12-7 USD won four of the next 
five points, including a service ace 
from Carrie Baird to cut the 49er lead 
to 13-11-
However, Long Beach regained 
their composure and quietly turned 
these hurdles with flying colors. Origi­
nally tabbed to finish in third place in 
the preseason WCC coaches poll, the 
Toreros pushed themselves to up and 
beyond these original expectations and 
took first place alongside Pepperdine 
in the WCC conference. With a first 
place conference standing, the team 
was set up for a tough bracket in the 
NCAA Tournament, which allowed 
them to play UC Irvine, UCLA and 
then finally LBSU. 
Starting their first round off, the 
Toreros pulled off a thrilling victory 
against UC Irvine on penalty kicks. Af­
ter both teams battled to a 2-2 double 
overtime tie, NCAA rules mandated 
that the two teams battle in a penalty 
kick shootout, with each team getting 
five shots. 
After USD's Natalie Garcia eas­
ily got the first USD goal, senior goal­
keeper Courtney Parsons then came up 
huge for the Toreros, as she stopped 
the first UCI attempt by Judy Christo­
pher. Meghan 0"Rourke,El!ie Maraca. 
the screw on the Toreros until they 
held two set points at 24-22. A service 
ace from the hard-hitting freshman 
setter 
Jianna Bonomi pulled USD with­
in one but this was followed by a ser­
vice error that put the Toreros in a 1-0 
hole. 
The second set was just as close 
with both teams never having a lead 
of more than three. 
Long Beach again had set point 
at 24-23 but three straight kills from 
Katie Hoekman and 
Sandra Lozic gave USD the come 
from behind win to head in to the 
break with the score tied 1 -1. 
As USD has done all season they 
came out of the intermission strong, 
using a 7-2 run midway through the 
frame to go up 16-11. This was a lead 
the team would not relinquish as they 
closed out the set for a comfortable 
25-19 win. 
In the fourth and final set the 
49ers seemed to be putting up a fight-
back that threatened to take the match 
into a deciding fifth set. Down 12-8, 
USD were forced into a time out. 
But the Toreros came out on fire 
and went on a quick 6-0 run that gave 
them the lead for good. A final kill 
from freshman hitter Alaysia Brown 
sealed the fourth set 25-21, advancing 
the Toreros to the second round with a 
3-1 victory. 
Next up for San Diego was the 
No. 4-ranked team in the event and 
host school UCLA. On the line was 
a place in the Sweet 16 and a chance 
to face four time defending champion 
Penn State. 
Lexi Deol and Stephanie Ochs then all 
converted their shot attempts to seal 
the USD win. 
Head coach Ada Greenwood said 
that she "was very excited and proud 
of the girls, as this was the toughest 
first round match-up in the country." 
She then said that "both teams showed 
good character today because it was 
a tough physical match between two 
great teams." 
Still on a high from their first 
victory over the Anteaters, the Tore­
ros advanced their season once again 
after another close and exciting vic­
tory against the UCLA Bruins. After 
the two teams battled to a 1-1 draw 
through two overtime periods, they 
then went into a one-on-one battle in a 
second shootout. 
Parsons recorded her fourth save 
in the penalty kick shootout, and se­
nior Elissa Magracia had the pressure 
on her shoulders to nail a PK and send 
USD on to the Sweet 16. Magracia 
simply put the ball into the top left cor-
The first set was tight in the early 
going but with the score at 11-10 in 
favors of UCLA the Bruins stepped 
hard on the throttle eventually blow­
ing out the Toreros 25-16. 
The second set too started out as 
a close affair and in the early going it 
looked as though 
USD were finding their footing in 
the match. After 11 points in the frame 
the Toreros held a promising 7-4 but 
it wouldn't last long as UCLA used a 
10-0 run to force the set wide open. 
Again USD lost the set convincingly 
falling 25-15. 
Early in the third all signs pointed 
towards a UCLA sweep and perhaps 
an unfitting end to what has been a 
very exciting season to be a Torero 
fan. However, as they have done all 
season long when faced with the dan­
ger of defeat the Toreros began to dig 
deep and gave the travelling support 
something to cheer about. With UCLA 
leading 20-17, USD fought back with 
a 5-1 run of their own, taking a slight 
advantage in the set. They would then 
close out the frame shortly after win­
ning 25-22, sending the match to a 
fourth. 
Toreros fans were now on their 
feet and although they were far out­
numbered by the home contingent, 
their vocals were certainly not being 
out down. 
Then came the questionable call 
that all but sealed San Diego's exit 
from the tournament. 
With the score at 11-10 in favour 
of UCLA, the Toreros came up with 
a huge block that fell on the Bruins 
side of the court. Unfortunately for 
ner of the net, while the UCLA keeper 
dove to the right to lift USD to a stun­
ning victory over the No. 2 ranked 
team in the country. USD successfully 
snapped a 30-match winning streak for 
the Bruins at Drake Stadium, both in 
regular season and postseason play. 
While USD's postseason unfor­
tunately came to an end against Long 
Beach State despite valiant efforts by 
all. there still was so much for the en­
tire program to celebrate. 
"It was a great experience for ev­
eryone. We went into the season with 
the goal of being WCC Champs and it 
felt amazing achieving that." redshirt 
Junior Deol said. "Getting into the 
tournament is always exciting, and we 
wanted to prove that we are a stronger 
program than we get credit for. I think 
our run to the Sweet 16 proved that." 
The proof is definitely there for 
the Toreros, as they have set a new 
standard of play for those returning 
and for all those who will play in the 
future. 
USD, the judges missed the call and 
awarded the point to the home team. 
Unsurprisingly this error in judge­
ment raised a few tempers on the 
Torero team but there was little USD 
could do about it. The point also gave 
UCLA all the momentum in the match 
and they quickly silenced the jeers 
from the crowd by winning six of the 
next eight points. 
The Toreros eventually fell 25-17 
and departed the tournament in the 
second round for the second straight 
year. 
"As disappointing as it is to have 
finished the season without a national 
championship, as a young team we 
still accomplished a lot" said sopho­
more libero Jane Han. "We went un­
defeated in preseason (20-0), finished 
second in conference, were nation­
ally ranked (No. 20) and made it to 
the second round of the NCAA's. We 
are fortunate to have everyone return­
ing next year and we are motivated to 
go even further than ever before. We 
want to go all the way." 
As Han said, this year has still 
been a record setter for USD. The 
team opened the season with a school 
record 13 straight wins and finished at 
28-5, the best overall record in school 
history. 
But as well all know in sports, un­
less you are the winner of your very 
last game of the post season, it is in­
evitable that you'll be heading into 
the offseason with regrets, frustration 
or at the very least you'll have a sour 
taste in your mouth. Unfortunately for 
the Toreros that means sitting on frus­
tration for the next 7 months. 
Bv Chris Hanneke 
The amount of time I've spent put­
ting stuff off this week would disgust 
you. I had two papers to write that I 
easily could have finished over the 
weekend and I didn't even put a dent 
in them. This wasn't for any noble rea­
son, either. I just didn't get them done, 
and now I'm paying for it. 
And it's not because I ended up 
doing something equally productive. 
I just spent most of the time thinking 
about how much more I should be do­
ing. I literally thought about how lazy 
I am for not writing a paper for longer 
than I spent writing the actual paper. 
In fact, in the middle of thinking 
about how lazy I am, eating and play­
ing my career in MLB 11 The Show, 
when I could have easily gotten work 
done on my papers, I decided to sit and 
write this stream-of-conscious column 
to further put off the process of writing 
my paper. 
It wasn't always this way. I used 
to be really productive. And by that I 
mean I only spent half the time playing 
my career in MLB 11 The Show. But 
somewhere along the line you just get 
burnt out. Whether its editing a news­
paper week in and week out or writ­
ing another paper in APA format that 
you feel like you've written 20 times 
before, it all starts to just make you 
pissed off at everything. 
I don't even really know how I 
can tie this in with a sports related phe­
nomenon, but I feel I should at least try 
in order to justify including it in the 
sports section this week. 
I suppose there is an argument to 
be made about passion and how ath­
letes and paper-writers alike can only 
truly excel when they have a specific 
passion for what they're engaged irt. 
Tim Tebow has a passion for football. 
He is far from being the best at it, but 
he loves it enough that he won't sim­
ply lie down and let another team or 
the media get the best of him. I bet 
Tebow would have written an A-paper 
this weekend. 
It always does fascinate me to 
consider when athletes or coaches or 
anyone else in sports reach a similar 
point. I'm sure that for most, the idea 
that they have an undying passion for 
the game is true. That's probably why 
they're so good at it, because it con­
sumes them. But there has to be a facet 
that reaches a similar burnt out phase 
and just wants a break. 
Maybe that's what happened to 
Michael Jordan when he decided to 
play baseball. He was so tired of beat­
ing everyone that stood in his way, that 
he needed something new to challenge 
him and keep him fresh. Then, when he 
realized how much he missed dominat­
ing people in basketball, he came back. 
Its one thing to be 12-0 and know 
that you've got the playoffs to look 
forward to. But I do wonder if teams 
like the Indianapolis Colts have just 
reached a point where they would 
rather sit at home and think about next 
season and play MLB 11 The Show 
instead of taking another embarrassing 
beating. 
It's a pessimistic outlook, and no 
one wants to believe that could possi­
bly be the case. We like to pretend all 
of our athletes have the fire of Tebow 
and know to quit if that fire leaves like 
Jordan did. 
But there has to be a point where 
some just want it to end so they can 
start fresh next year. The USD basket­
ball team was 6-24 last season. You're 
telling me at the end of that dismal 
run the thought of "can't we just start 
fresh next year already?" didn't at least 
creep into their minds? 
Maybe it didn't. Maybe athletes 
really are superhuman robots that love 
their game so much that they never get 
frustrated and never want it to end. 
But as I sit here, just waiting for 
the five week break before next season, 
I mean semester, I take comfort in the 
idea that somewhere out there, prob­
ably in Indianapolis, someone as su­
perhuman as a professional athlete, is 
experiencing similar sobering human 
emotions. 
It doesn't make them bad, it 
doesn't make them any less great, it 
just makes them human. You just hope 
that when that break finally comes, 
they use it to rediscover that passion so 
they can come out firing on all cylin­
ders at the start of next season. 
I sure hope I'm back to firing on 
all cylinders next semester. I just need 
to finish this paper so that I can get 
there. 
Women's volleyball season comes to an end 
* 
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TOP LEFT: Sophomore Kenny James rushes against Jacksonville in the season finale on Nov 19.TOP RIGHT: Redshirt junior Fred Obi celebrates the defense stopping Jacksonville. BOTTOM LEFT: Sophomore Sam Hoekstra 
returns a punt. BOTTOM RIGHT:Toreros kick off the PFL championship game. 
Toreros football wins first PFL championship since '06 
Caragher named Coach of the Year; Oliaro named Defensive Player of the Year 
By Morgan Lewis 
It has been a very big couple of 
weeks for the Toreros football team. 
The Toreros won their fourth Pioneer 
Football League championship and 
their first since 2007 with a 23-14 vic­
tory over the Jacksonville University-
Bulldogs on Nov. 19. Twenty-one se­
niors were able to finish their careers on 
a high note and in impressive fashion. 
As he had done all season, sopho­
more running back Kenny James led 
the way for the offense, rushing for 122 
yards and a touchdown to give the To­
reros a step past the Bulldogs. The de­
fense played extremely physical all day 
and held one of the top offenses in the 
PFL to just 14 points. Senior defensive 
end Mario Kurn came up big in his last 
game wearing a Torero uniform, tally­
ing 10 tackles, 3.5 sacks and a forced 
fumble. 
"After winning four of our last 
five games last season, we just wanted 
to keep that momentum going into this 
year," head coach Ron Caragher said. 
"It started with our offseason program 
going through spring ball, and we had 
a very good spring season which built a 
solid foundation for this season. When 
the team came in I did not want to 
dictate goals. I wanted those to come 
from within. Those goals were to win 
some games, one of them being to beat 
Jacksonville, and also to win a PFL 
championship. We talked about that 
so much and to see it come true is re­
ally an exciting manifestation of what 
this team has done. With hard work, 
commitment, dedication, dreams can 
come true. We set that as a goal and our 
dream came true." 
Caragher was named PFL Coach 
of the Year and is the third USD coach 
to be awarded this honor, joining Kev­
in McGarry (2002) and Jim Harbaugh 
(2005 & 2006). 
Just a few days after the big win for 
the Toreros, a number of players were 
named to the All-PFL squad. James and 
center Christian Fetters were named to 
the All-PFL First Team Offense. Soph­
omore defensive end Blake Oliaro, 
linebacker Zach Dunaj, and defensive 
backs Al-Rilwan Adeyemi and Loka 
Kanongataa were named to the first 
team on defense. Mason Mills, Patrick 
Doyle, John McGough, Sam Hoekstra, 
Mario Kurn and Joe Martin all earned 
Second Team honors. 
Oliaro was named PFL Defensive 
Player of the Year, while wideout Bran­
don White took home the award for Of­
fensive Freshman of the Year. Individu­
ally, Oliaro ranked fourth nationally in 
sacks per game (1.36) and 10th nation­
ally in tackles for loss per game (1.77). 
He becomes the second USD athlete to 
receive the league's defensive award 
(Eric Bakhtiari, 2006 & 2007). 
Wide receiver Brandon White 
played 11 games at wide receiver for 
San Diego, finishing the season with 45 
receptions for 561 yards and five touch­
downs . 
As the Toreros move into offsea­
son workouts, the team will be look­
ing to make some key replacements on 
both sides of the ball and should con­
tinue to improve going into the 2012 
season. 
The team will definitely have some 
veteran leadership returning, including 
Mills, James and Oliaro. If some new 
players can step up and fill the holes 
left as a result of graduation, there is no 
question the Toreros will be favored to 
repeat as PFL champs next season. 
'Tis the Season to 
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